
India-UAE Relations 

India and United Arab Emirates (UAE) enjoy strong bonds of friendship based 
on age-old cultural, religious and economic ties between the two nations. The 
relationship flourished after the accession of H.H. Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan 
as the Ruler of Abu Dhabi in 1966 and subsequently with the creation of the UAE 
Federation in 1971. Since then, both sides have made sincere efforts to improve 
relations in all fields. 

Political Relations 

India-UAE bilateral relations have received impetus from time-to-time with exchange 
of high-level visits from both sides. Important visits at different level include: 

Presidential visits:  
• Indian President visited UAE in November 1976, October 2003 and November 

2010.  
• UAE’s President, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, visited India in 1975 and 

1992. 
Prime Ministerial visits:  

• Prime Minister of India, Smt. Indira Gandhi, visited UAE in May 1981.  
• UAE’s Prime Minister, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, visited India 

in March 2007 and Mach 2010.  
• UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister, Sheikh Saif Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, visited India in 

November 2011.  
Foreign Ministers’ visits:   

• Minister of External Affairs & Overseas Indian Affairs, Smt Sushma Swaraj, 
visited UAE for 10-13 Nov, 2014. 

• EAM Shri Salman Khurshid visited UAE on March 13, 2013 and held a 
telephonic conversation with the UAE Foreign Minister on February 5, 2014 on 
his transit visit.  MoS Shri E. Ahmad visited UAE from 30 April to 03 May, 2014. 

• UAE’s Foreign Minister visited India in June 2007, June 2011, May 2012 and 
December 2013.  

Other important Ministerial level visits:   
From the Indian side, visits include 

• Minister of State for Finance, Shri Jayant Sinha, visited UAE in April, 2015. 
• Minister of New & Renewable Energy visited UAE in 2011, 2012 and 2014 (for 

IRENA General Assembly meetings). 
• Minister for Overseas Indian Affairs visited UAE in November, 2012 and April, 

2013.  
• Minister of Commerce and Industry led an Indian delegation to the first High 

level Task Force on Investment in Abu Dhabi on February 18, 2013.  
• Minister of Finance paid a day’s visit on March 23, 2013 for inauguration of 

Bank of Baroda branch in Dubai. He visited again on May 26, 2013 during 
which he held meetings with UAE Finance Minister and Deputy Supreme 
Commander among others.  

• Minister of Civil Aviation visited Dubai from April 28 to May 2, 2013 to 
participate in Dubai Global Convention on Business Excellence.  
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From the UAE side, visits include  

• Minister of Economy led the UAE delegation to the Partnership Summit 2014 
held in Bengaluru in January, 2014.    

• Minister of Energy attended Petrotech 2014 held in Noida (NCR) on January, 
2014 

• UAE’s Minister of Foreign Trade visited India in 2009 and later in January 2012 
to participate in the CII partnership Summit.  

• The Managing Director of ADIA – largest Sovereign Wealth Fund in the world – 
visited India on 16-20 January, 2012 to promote investments.  

• Minister of State for Financial Affairs visited India on April 3, 2012. MOS 
Ministry of Finance accompanied UAE Foreign Minister to Delhi on December 
12, 2013.  

Bilateral Agreements: 

India-UAE signed several bilateral agreements which are listed as annexure 1. 

India and UAE have institutional mechanisms in place for addressing the sector-
specific issues. This is in the form of Joint Commission for Economic and Technical 
Cooperation (JCM); Foreign Office Consultations (FOC); High Level Task Force on 
Investment (HLTFI); Joint Committee on Security Matters (JCSM); Joint Committee on 
Consular Matters (JCCM); Joint Defense Cooperation Committee (JDCC); Joint 
Working Group (JWG) on Renewable Energy and Joint Committee on Manpower 
Resources (JCMR). JCM, FOC and HLTFI are held at the Ministerial/Assistant 
Ministerial levels.  JCSM, JCCM, JDCC and JSMR are held at senior official 
(Secretary/Additional Secretary) levels. In addition to above a Local Coordination and 
Grievance Redressal Mechanism to redress grievances of the Indian community is also 
in place in the form of a Local Coordination Committee (LCC).  LCC, comprising of 
officers from the Embassy and their UAE counterparts meets on a regular basis to 
follow-up on consular, manpower and community related issues. 

Commercial Relations:  

Economic and Commercial cooperation with the UAE is a key aspect of overall 
bilateral relationship. The traditionally close and friendly India-UAE bilateral 
relationship has evolved into a significant partnership in the economic and commercial 
sphere. Indians have emerged as important investors within the UAE and India as an 
important export destination for the UAE manufactured goods. India-UAE trade, 
valued at US$180 million per annum in the 1970s is today around US$60 billion 
making UAE, India’s third largest trading partner for the year 2014-15 after China and 
US.  Moreover, UAE was the second largest export destination of India with an 
amount of over US$ 33 billion for the year 2014-15.  For UAE, India was the largest 
trading partner for the year 2013 with an amount of over US$ 36 billion (non-oil trade). 
India's major export items to UAE include petroleum products; precious metals, 
stones, gems and jewellery; minerals; food items (cereals, sugar, fruits & vegetables, 
tea, meat, and seafood); textiles (garments, apparel, synthetic fibre, cotton, yarn); 
engineering & machinery products and chemicals. India’s major import items from 
UAE include petroleum and petroleum products; precious metals, stones, gems & 
jewellery; minerals; chemicals; wood & wood products. With respect to oil trade, UAE 
was the sixth largest import source of crude oil for India in 2014-15. 
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India-UAE bilateral trade for the last five years 
 

(Value in US$ Million) 
S. 
No. 

Year 2010-2011 2011-2012   2012- 2013 
 
   

2013- 2014 
 

2014- 2015 
 

1 Export 33,822.39 35,925.52 36,316.65 30,520.42 30,497.93 
2 %Growth 41.10 6.22 1.09  -15.96 -16.02 
3 Import 32,753.16 36,756.32 39,138.36 29,019.82 29,114.18 
4 %Growth 67.97 12.22 6.48  -25.85 -25.61 
5 Total Trade 66,575.55 72,681.84 75,455.01 59,540.24 59,612.11 
6 %Growth 53.15 9.17 3.82  -21 -21 
7 Trade 

balance 
1,069.22 -830.80 -2,821.71 1,500.00 1,383.75 

Source: Dept. of Commerce, New Delhi 
 
 With respect to bilateral investments, total FDI from UAE to India is estimated 
to be US$3.01billion (Jan. 2015) and ranked as tenth biggest investor in India. At the 
first meeting of India-UAE High Level Task Force on Investment (HLTFI) held on 
February 18, 2013 in Abu Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) announced 
its plans of investing US$ 2 billion in Indian Infrastructure sector. The second meeting 
of HLTFI was held in March 2014. Also several joint working groups were set up to 
address issues of mutual interest in sectors including infrastructure, energy & 
investment.  
 
Cultural Relations:  
 

The two nations share historical ties and have maintained regular cultural 
exchanges both at official and popular levels.  India and UAE signed a Cultural 
Agreement in 1975.  The ICCR had opened a Culture Centre in Abu Dhabi in 2009 but 
it was closed in June 2014.  Prominent events organized by the Culture Centre 
include handicraft bazar – Discover India (February 2011); poetry reading session by 
Dr. Satchidanandan, an Indian poet and Arabic Translations by Arabic poet Dr Shihab 
Ghanem; a session on Indo-Arab Relations through the ages in History, Art & Culture, 
with special emphasis on UAE (November 2011); retrospective of Shyam Benegal’s 
film (October 2012); Pt. Prahlad Tipania and Group’s renditions on “Kabir Bhajans” 
(January 2014); talks by Ms Shehnaz Hussain (March 2013) & Dr. Anil Kakodkar 
(January 2014); photo exhibition on the Islamic monuments of India (March-April 
2014) etc.  Even after closing of the ICCR’s Culture Centre at Abu Dhabi, the 
Embassy continued to organize various cultural activities at its own as well as by 
collaborating with Indian Associations/Cultural Organisations based in UAE.  Some of 
the events held were as follows; Padmshree Pt. Satish Vyas’ Santoor Concert 
(December 2014); Karnataka artists’ musical concert (December 2014); Bihu Dance 
by Assam – Bihu Group (November-December 2014); launching of books/book chat of 
Ambassador Talmiz Ahmed (May 2014); Mr Venu Rajamony (June 2014); (December 
2014); and Ambassador T.P. Sreenivasan (December 2014).    ICCR’s cotemporary 
painting exhibition on “Kerala Green” – a compilation of works by artists from SAARC 
countries and exhibition of group of Indian artists was also organized in September 
2014 at Embassy Residence. An ICCR sponsored Santoor recital by Ms Varsha 
Aggarwal was organised in the embassy auditorium in March 2015. An interactive 
session with Dr G. Madhvan Nair was organized in the Embassy premises in April, 
2015. In April-May, 2015, ICCR-sponsored Bhangra & Gidda Group and Puppetry 
Group performed in UAE. 

3 | P a g e  
 



       
Indian Community:  
 

UAE is home to Indian expatriate community of more than 2.6 million – the 
largest expatriate community in the UAE. Professionally qualified personnel constitute 
about 15 & 20 percent of the community, followed by 20 percent white-collar non-
professionals (clerical staff, shop assistants, sales men, accountants, etc) and the 
remainder 65% comprises blue-collar workers. There is a significant business 
community from India.  The Indian community has played a major role in the economic 
development of the UAE. The annual remittances made by the large Indian community 
in UAE amount to over US$15 billion (2013).   

 
With a large number of blue-collared Indian workers, focus of bilateral relations is 

also on developing efficient grievance-redressal mechanisms for the Indian workers in 
the UAE.  The UAE’s Ministry of Labour and the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs are 
working closely to evolve a new arrangement that would make the system of 
recruitment and contracting more transparent. India and UAE signed a MoU in the field 
of Manpower Sourcing in December 2006 and a Protocol to streamline the admission of 
Indian contract workers by way of an electronic contract registration and validation 
system was signed on April 4, 2012. Two-day International employers’ conference was 
organized by the MOIA on October 27-28 2014 in Dubai, which dealt with the situation 
of Indian workers in the Gulf and steps to be taken to further improve them. The 
Embassy of India organized a States’ Conference on 13 September, 2014 in Abu Dhabi 
to bring representatives of various State Governments from India in direct interaction 
with the representatives of Indian community in UAE.  The Embassy brought out 
“Guidelines for Indian” for benefits of Indian Community in UAE. A comprehensive 
online web-based ‘NRI registration system’ has been developed for Indians resident in 
UAE to register themselves on the system by filling in the requested details    
 

 The Embassy has Indian Community Welfare Fund (ICWF) for providing short 
term economic assistance (food, shelter, passage expenses etc...) to destitute 
workers/housemaids in distress. Indian Workers Resource Centre (IWRC) with a 24-
hour helpline is operating in Dubai since November 2010.  Regular visits to jails and 
labour camps by the officers of the Embassy and Consulate and Open house held 
every working day of the week at the Embassy and Consulate for the Indian 
Community members, are some of other mechanisms to ensure regular 
communication between the Embassy & and Consulate with the Indian community. 

 
Useful Resources: 
 
Embassy of India, Abu Dhabi website:  
http://www.indembassyuae.org 
Embassy of India, Abu Dhabi Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/IndianEmbassy.Abudhabi 
Embassy of India, Abu Dhabi Twitter Account: 
https://twitter.com/IndembAbuDhabi 
 

**** 
 

June 2015 
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