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POTRPOU

UPCOMING EVENTS ACROSS INDIA

JANMASHTAMI

Marking the birth of Lord Krishna,
Janmashtami is celebrated with special
pomp in Vrindavan, since it is believed
to be his birthplace. It is observed on
the eighth day of the Krishna paksha
according to the Hindu calendar.

WHEN: August 15, 2017
WHERE: Across India, but especially in
Vrindavan, Uttar Pradesh

GANESH CHATURTHI

Also known as Vinayaka Chaturthi,
this festival is celebrated across the
country, and with special fervour
in Maharashtra. The celebrations
include prayers and offerings of
modak to Lord Ganesha.

WHEN: August 25to
September 5, 2017
WHERE: Across India, but
especially in Maharashtra

ID-UL-ZUHA

This festival, also known as Bakrid, is
celebrated all over the world. Attired
in vibrant dresses, people across
continents mark the occasion with
namaaz (prayers) and the exchange
of greetings.

WHEN: September 2, 2017
WHERE: Across India and all over
the world

THIRUVONAM

Considered one of the most
auspicious days during the festival
of Onam, Thiruvonam is marked by
a sumptuous traditional feast called
onasadya. The spread comprises
nearly two dozen dishes.

WHEN: September 4, 2017
WHERE: Kerala

LADAKHFESTIVAL

Organised every year by the state
government and local communities,
this festival showcases the rich
culture, traditions and folk heritage
of Ladakh. The spectacular
procession of people attired in
ceremonial costumes is a must-see.

WHEN: September 20-23, 2017
WHERE: Leh, ]ammu & Kashmir

NAVRATRI

Celebrated over nine days that
culminate in Dussehra on the tenth,
Navratri is a festival that brings
together fasting and merriment.
People across the country offer
prayers to Goddess Durga and
exchange gifts.

WHEN: September 21-29, 2017
WHERE: Across India




FOREWORD

It has been an intensive diplomatic calendar for India in recent months, characterised
by several high profile and important bilateral and multilateral engagements. On
the bilateral front, in this issue of India Perspectives, we are covering Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s highly successful visit to the United States in June, followed by his
historic visit to Israel. More recently, the Prime Minister visited Myanmar on his first
bilateral visit to the country as part of India’s Act East policy.

This issue of the magazine also covers the recently concluded visit of Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe to India for the India-Japan Annual Summit. On the multilateral
front, two important engagements - G20 and BRICS - also figure in this issue. Moving
further, we celebrate the golden jubilee of the Submarine Arm of the Indian Navy, an
entity that has fearlessly guarded our international waters since Independence. This
year has been declared as the Navy’s “Year of the Submarines”, and we show you what
makes the life of a submariner, special.

We trace the journey of the great Indian monsoon across the country through the
festivals celebrated by various states, displaying their culture and traditions in all
their glory. From the Minjar Fair in Himachal Pradesh and Hareli in Chhattisgarh to
Teej in Rajasthan and Onam in Kerala, we showcase how each region embraces the
season of plenitude and rejuvenation. We also continue our celebration of India’s
Independence with a look at museums that recount the freedom struggle and the

lives of freedom fighters.

Durga Puja is celebrated with full gusto in September, with idols of Goddess Durga
finding pride of place in homes and beautiful pandals across the eastern part of India.
We bring you a look at how the idols are painstakingly crafted by artisans in Kolkata.

The Indian women’s cricket team put in a stellar show at the recently-concluded
ICC Women’s World Cup. We examine how viewers across the country are now more
inclined towards watching the women in blue wield the willow.

Finally, we talk to actor Akshay Kumar, a strong believer in the power of films serving
as a medium to educate an audience while entertaining them, thereby
effecting social change.

(ot

Raveesh Kumar

\
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ACHIEVEMENT

SUPERSTARS

IN BLUEL

The power-packed performance of the Women in Blue at the ICC Women’s World
Cup 2017 has given us a new set of cricketers to follow and has proven that women'’s
cricket in India has truly arrived

BY SHIBAJI ROY CHOUDHURY

he Indian women’s cricket team may
have lost the ICC Women’s World
Cup final, but they gained an even
greater victory. For the first time in
Indian women’s cricket history, we
saw India united in its support for a team whose
existence has effectively been ignored for over
five decades. It’s true that losing a World Cup

final, and that too by a margin of only nine runs,
is heartbreaking. But no effigies were burnt, no
woman cricketer was trolled on social media
and no one pelted stones at the homes of these
players. This is probably because we as a nation
acknowledge the fact that a motley crew that
has reached the top with scant help from us,
deserves adulation and respect.
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I'm happy that
we have defined
women'’s sport in

India, especially the
team sport, and |
would like to see

many more women'’s
team sports coming
into the limelight

Mithali Raj
Captain, Indian women’s cricket team
India celebrates the Despite being treated as mere adjuncts to the 5 ’
dismissal of England’s . . . .
Fran Wilson Men in Blue until now, the tenacious Women in

Blue had a dramatic journey to the final, beating
teams like six-time world champions Australia,
arch rivals Pakistan and others such as Sri Lanka,
New Zealand, England and West Indies during the
group and knock-out stages, dazzling one and

all. The team didn’t have a dearth of outstanding
performers either, with legends like Mithali Raj
and seasoned campaigner Jhulan Goswami leading
from the front and young talent like Punam Raut,

A dream has come

Deepti Sharma and Harmanpreet Kaur contributing true, a dream to pldy
when it counted, good cricket. Proud
AKNOCK TO REMEMBER that we have made
There are a handful of centuries scored by Indian our COUHtl’y S ﬂdg
cricketers that we recall as match-turning innings. ﬂy hlgh The COUHtl’y

Kapil Dev’s 175 against Zimbabwe during the 1983

Prudential World Cup was probably the greatest has woken up to

until Harmanpreet Kaur scored her blistering women's cricket
171 not out against a team like Australia in the

.o . Harmanpreet Kaur
semi-final this year. The talented young player Indian cricketer
from Moga, a small town in Punjab, who used
to play cricket with boys, is now the cynosure ’ ’

of the cricketing world. She instantly became a
household name with experts analysing her every
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ACHIEVEMENT

It was such a close
game. Full marks
to them. Very very
happy they have
played (exceedingly
well) throughout the
tournament

Sunil Gavaskar
Former Indian cricketer

29

Super proud of the
girls. Tough luck
today but women’s
cricket in India has
truly arrived. Thank
you girls. Salute your
spirit. #WWCI7Final

Virender Sehwag
Former Indian cricketer

shot on national news networks, Twitterati
cheering heartily for every boundary she scored
and news portals fleshing out old interviews,
statistics and every other bit of information
about her for the next day’s front page.

And don’t be mistaken by the notion that
she was a World Cup find for the Indian team.
Kaur is the first woman cricketer from India to
have been signed for the Women'’s Big Bash
League, hosted by Cricket Australia, where she
will play for Sydney Thunder. She is also the
first to have been selected to play in the Kia
Super League, a T20 tournament hosted by the
England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) where
she will be a part of the Surrey Stars.

LONE WARRIOR

Even before Raj and the rest of the team could
make it back to India, comparisons of her and
Sachin Tendulkar started making headlines.
Nicknames like ‘Lady Tendulkar’ and “Tendulkar
of Women’s Cricket” were doing the rounds.
They have had a similar narrative in their

Facing page (left to right):
Cricketer Sushma Verma
clicks a selfie with her
teammates. Harmanpreet
Kaur shines with 171 runs at
the ICC Women’s World Cup

Below: Mithali Raj, captain
of the Indian women’s
cricket team, and cricketer
Harmanpreet Kaur during a
felicitation ceremony

in New Delhi
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exceptionally long cricketing careers — Sachin
Tendulkar single-handedly enabling the men’s
cricket team to sail through the rough 90s and
Raj being the lone warrior for the women’s
team throughout the first decade of the new
millennium. However, unlike Sachin, almost
no one knew Raj even after her outstanding
performance in the 2005 World Cup.

Appreciated or not, she has relentlessly
performed for the country and set records that
can give even Sachin a run for his money - the
highest number of runs by a woman cricketer,
the youngest to score a century in women’s
ODls and 74 innings without a duck are only a
few on her exhaustive list.

In fact, both Sachin Tendulkar and Sunil
Gavaskar have requested people not to call
her ‘Lady Tendulkar’ as she is a unique and
irreplaceable asset to the Indian women’s
cricket team in her own right.

DREAMRUN

Though the team made it to the front page of
newspapers and panel discussions on prime
time television during its World Cup run, the
women have been playing extraordinary cricket

for a much longer time. In the recent past,
the team made history by winning its maiden
T20 series against Australia, three-time world
champions, defeating them on their home
ground in January 2016. The Women in Blue
then went on to beat Sri Lanka in the ODI and
T20 series in February, while also defeating
former world champions New Zealand in a
keenly-contested ODI series in 2016.

WORLD-CLASS TALENT

The Indian women’s team is no longer an
underdog; today, it is considered a serious
contender in world tournaments. The calm
and composed opening bat, Punam Raut,

has taken Indian cricket to new heights with
her unhurried batting style, holding one end
of the crease at all times. She is followed by
‘captain cool’ Mithali Raj, who possesses every

Sachin Tendulkar and Sunil
Gavaskar have requested people
not to call Raj ‘Lady Tendulkar’ as
sheis unique in her ownright
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ACHIEVEMENT

The Indian women’s cricket team had a great run at the ICCWomen’s World Cup 2017 in England

In the recent past, the team made
history by winning its maiden T20
series against Australia

shot in the book and has adapted well to the
faster scoring format of the game. There is

also pugnacious speedster Jhulan Goswami,
who has been taunting batswomen the world
over with her bowling prowess for decades,
and the young and talented Deepti Sharma,
Veda Krishnamurthy and Harmanpreet Kaur,
unmatched world-class players who will serve
Indian cricket for decades to come. Such a team
can no longer be taken lightly.

AWAITED TRANSFORMATION

After the overwhelming support and
recognition that the team has been receiving
lately, it wouldn’t be amiss to expect that
women’s cricket might finally get some much-
deserved attention in India now, both from the
Board of Cricket Control in India (BCCI) and
sponsors. However, just getting sponsorship or
increasing the players’ salaries will not better
the status of Indian women’s cricket. The real
transformation lies in keeping the lantern of
adulation and acceptance lit, as recognising
these talented athletes is the key to their
success. Indian women cricketers are sports
personalities who have carved a space of their
own in this male-dominated sport.

INDIA PERSPECTIVES | 10 | JULY-SEPTEMBER 2017



PARTNERSHIP

TOWARDS NEW

STRATEGIES

On his fifth visit to the US in June this year, Prime Minister Narendra Modi strengthened
Indo-US ties and added new dimensions to the bilateral relationship between the two nations

BY MAROOF RAZA

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President Donald Trump shake hands as they deliver joint statements at the White House in Washington, DC

s US President Donald Trump highlights of PM Modi’s visit to the US was
addressed the media after his his effort to bring about a meeting of minds
first meeting with Indian Prime between the heads of state of the two largest
Minister Narendra Modi at the democracies in the world, and he seems to
White House, Washington, DC have succeeded with the two-day trip yielding
in June this year, he stated, “The relationship a series of significant outcomes. The visit has
between India and the United States has never been termed ‘historic’ by the international
been stronger, never been better.” Among the media on account of the significant ground
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PARTNERSHIP

covered between India and the US - from
addressing counterterrorism and the sale
of 22 unmanned Guardian drones to India,
to discussions on maritime security and an
invitation to the Trump family to visit India.

FIGHT AGAINST TERROR

Reiterating their commitment to cooperate in
the fight against international terrorism, PM
Modi and President Trump held that terrorism
is a “global scourge that must be fought and
terrorist safe havens rooted out in every part
of the world.” They affirmed that they are
“committed to strengthening cooperation
against terrorist threats from groups including
al-Qaeda, ISIS, Jaish-e-Mohammad, Lashkar-e-
Tayyiba, D-Company and their affiliates.”

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
President Trump urged PM Modi to relax trade
barriers against US companies. He stated that

he would like a trading relationship with India
that is “fair and reciprocal”. PM Modi described
the US and India as “leading engines of growth”
in the global economy and stated, “I am sure
that the convergence of my vision for ‘New
India’ and President Trump’s vision for making
America great again will add new dimensions to
our cooperation.”

The joint statement by the two heads
of state said on this subject that “the
United States and India plan to undertake a
comprehensive review of trade relations with
the goal of expediting regulatory processes;
ensuring that technology and innovation are

“Therelationship between India
and the United States has never
been stronger, never been better,”
Trump stated during the visit

Left: Indian Prime

| Minister Narendra
Modi, US President
Donald Trump and

US First Lady Melania
Trump during a meeting
/ atthe Oval Office in the
i White House

Facing page: PM Modi
and President Trump
address the media in
the Rose Garden at the
White House
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appropriately fostered, valued, and protected,;
and increasing market access in areas such

as agriculture, information technology,
manufactured goods and services.”

DEFENCE DIARIES

The leaders of both countries reaffirmed their
commitment to working together on advanced
defence equipment and technology “at a level
commensurate with that of the closest allies
and partners of the United States”. Ahead of
the meeting, the US cleared the sale of 22
unmanned Guardian drones to India, and the
deal, estimated to be worth $2-3 billion, is

The two leaders reaffirmed their
commitment to working together
on advanced defence equipment
and technology

being termed a “game changer”. Talking about
expanding their maritime security cooperation,
PM Modi and President Trump also announced
their intention to build on the implementation
of the ‘White Shipping’ data sharing
arrangement. It allows countries to share data
on maritime traffic and enhances collaboration
on maritime domain awareness.

The upcoming MALABAR naval exercise
was also addressed during the visit. The joint
statement said: “Noting the importance of the
upcoming MALABAR naval exercise, the leaders
determined to expand their engagements on
shared maritime objectives and to explore
new exercises.”

President Trump also expressed strong
support for India’s early membership in the
Nuclear Suppliers Group, the Wassenaar
Arrangement and the Australia Group, and a
permanent membership on a reformed United
Nations Security Council.
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WHAT THE LEADERS DISCUSSED

Excerpts from the joint statement:

Peace in the Indo-Pacific region

As responsible stewards in the Indo-

Pacific region, President Trump and

Prime Minister Modi agreed that a close
partnership between the United States

and India is central to peace and stability

in the region. Recognising the significant
progress achieved in these endeavours, the
leaders agreed to take further measures to
strengthen their partnership. In accordance
with the tenets outlined in the UN Charter,
they committed to a set of common
principles for the region. President Trump
welcomed Indian contributions to promote
Afghanistan’s democracy, stability, prosperity
and security.

Stand against terrorism

The leaders stressed that terrorism is a global
scourge that must be fought and terrorist
safe havens rooted out in every part of the
world. They resolved that India and the
United States will fight together against this
grave challenge to humanity. In this spirit,
the leaders welcomed a new consultation
mechanism on domestic and international
terrorist designations listing proposals.
They also announced increased cooperation
to prevent terrorist travel and to disrupt
global recruitment efforts by expanding
intelligence-sharing and operational-level
counterterrorism cooperation.

Strategic convergence

President Trump and Prime Minister Modi
pledged to deepen defence and security
cooperation, building on the United States’
recognition of India as a Major Defense
Partner. The United States and India look

forward to working together on advanced
defence equipment and technology at a
level commensurate with that of the closest
allies and partners of the United States.
Reflecting the partnership, the United States
has offered for India’s consideration the sale
of Sea Guardian Unmanned Aerial Systems,
which would enhance India’s capabilities
and promote shared security interests.
Resolving to expand their maritime security
cooperation, the leaders announced their
intention to build on the implementation

of their ‘White Shipping’ data sharing
arrangement, which enhances collaboration
on maritime domain awareness.

Free and fair trade

The leaders committed that the United
States and India — leading engines of
growth in the global economy — should
intensify their economic cooperation to
make their nations stronger and their
citizens more prosperous. Noting that
extensive economic and tax reforms
launched in their respective countries will
unlock immense economic opportunities
for both countries, the leaders committed to
further expanding and balancing the trade
relationship and to removing obstacles to
growth and jobs creation. They also resolved
to pursue increased commercial engagement
in a manner that advances the principles

of free and fair trade. To this end, the

United States and India plan to undertake a
comprehensive review of trade relations with
the goal of expediting regulatory processes;
ensuring that technology and innovation

are appropriately fostered; and increasing
market access in areas such as agriculture
and manufactured goods.
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President Trump and

PM Modi stated that they
would take measures to
strengthen their partnership
in the Indo-Pacific region

SHIFTINFOCUS

President Trump and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi stated that they would take
measures to strengthen their partnership
in the Indo-Pacific region. They affirmed
that they would reiterate the importance
of respecting freedom of navigation,
overflight and commerce throughout

the region. They also called upon all
nations to resolve territorial and maritime
disputes peacefully and in accordance with
international law.

OFFICIAL INVITATION
Ivanka Trump, President Trump’s daughter,
will lead the US delegation to the Global
Entrepreneurship Summit (GES), to be held
in India later this year. GES is a key foreign
policy initiative that brings together global
entrepreneurs and innovators, and India
will be hosting its upcoming edition. “|
have invited her (lvanka Trump) to lead the
US delegation,” PM Modi said while jointly
addressing the media alongside President
Trump. The Indian Prime Minister, who
has also invited the President and his
family to India, said that lvanka Trump
has accepted the invitation. lvanka later
Above: PM Modi and tweeted, “Thank you, Prime Minister Modi,
President Trump shake for inviting me to lead the US delegation
hands at the White House . .
to the Global Entrepreneurship Summit in

Left: The two leaders during ) )
a meeting at the Oval Office India this fall.”
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ot g didl
Wer Wit
Shri Narendra Modi

| Prime Mir

ON A LINE OF

PROGRESS

Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s visit to India marked the strengthening of bilateral
cooperation between India and Japan in key areas such as technology and defence

s Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe together
laid the foundation stone for
India’s first high-speed rail
project in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, they also laid
the foundation for stronger bilateral ties and
greater cooperation between the two nations.
Prime Minister Abe was in India for two days,
from September 13 to 14, to attend the 12th
India-Japan annual summit. The joint statement

issued during the visit states that the two
leaders held discussions on a vast range of
issues under the Special Strategic and Global
Partnership between the two countries and
“welcomed significant deepening of bilateral
relations in the past three years and the growing
convergence in the political, economic and
strategic interests, based on the firm foundation
of common values and traditions, as well as on
an emerging consensus on contemporary issues
of peace, security and development.”

INDIA PERSPECTIVES | 16 | JULY-SEPTEMBER 2017



gl fersit 31

9 W, SO The Mumbai-Ahmedabad High

Shri Shinzo Abe Speed Rail (MAHSR) was launched
Prime Minicter - Japan =~ by the two leaders at Sabarmati

2 ' railway station in Ahmedabad

BULLET TRAIN

The Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (MIAHSR),
launched by the two leaders at the Sabarmati
railway station in Ahmedabad, comprises India’s first
bullet train that will connect “Aapnu Amdavad to
Aamchi Mumbai (my Ahmedabad to our Mumbai)”,
PM Modi said after the inauguration. The project,
speculated to reduce the travel time between the
two cities from seven hours to under three, is based
on Japan’s Shinkansen super speed train technology.
The ambitious 508-km line is a welcome addition

to the growing list of infrastructure cooperation
projects being undertaken by the two countries, and
is scheduled for completion in 2022 —marking a new
era on the 75th anniversary of India’s Independence.

INDO-PACIFIC COOPERATION

The two Prime Ministers signed 15 agreements to
broad-base their strategic partnership and reaffirmed
their commitment towards achieving a “free,

open and prosperous Indo-Pacific region where
sovereignty and international law are respected.” The
leaders emphasised that India and Japan could play

a central role in “safeguarding and strengthening
such a rules-based order,” to which end they will
reinforce their efforts to align India’s Act East Policy
with Japan’s Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy.
They also pledged to enhance security and defence
cooperation, encourage prosperity through the India-
Japan Investment Promotion Partnership, ensure the
timely implementation of infrastructure projects,
tackle global challenges such as terrorism and
climate change, strengthen “trilateral cooperation
frameworks with the US, Australia and other

Top: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Japanese Prime Minister countries”, and strengthen people—to—people ties
Shinzo Abe attend the Ground Breaking Ceremony of the Mumbai- h h “coll . in the fiel £ . ivil
Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail Project (MAHSR) in Ahmedabad, Gujarat through “collaboration in the fields of tourism, civi
Above: PM Modi and PM Abe at the 12th India-Japan Annual aviation, higher education, women’s education, skills

Summit in Gandhinagar development and sports.”
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W Rl

Left: PM Modi and PM
Abe with his wife, Akie,
at Sabarmati Ashram in
Ahmedabad

Below: PM Modi presents the
book Mann Ki Baat - A Social
Revolution on Radio to PM
Abe in Gandhinagar

Facing page: The two Prime
Ministers at the Ground
Breaking Ceremony of MAHSR
in Ahmedabad

NATIONAL SECURITY

PM Modi and PM Abe laid emphasis on defence
and security cooperation between the two
countries in order to enhance their strategic
partnership, welcoming the recently held
annual Defence Ministerial Dialogue, the first
Defence Industry Forum held in Tokyo recently,
which was addressed by the defence ministers
of the two countries, as well as the discussions
covering other promising initiatives in defence
industry cooperation. The two heads of state
“commended the significant progress achieved
in maritime security cooperation” and “noted
the ongoing close cooperation between the
Indian Navy and Japan Maritime Self-Defence
Force (JMSDF) in various specialised areas of
mutual interest.” They further noted recent
progress in bilateral cooperation on defence
equipment and technology, including the future
research collaboration in the area of Unmanned
Ground Vehicles and Robotics.

A CONNECTED WORLD
The two leaders expressed their commitment
towards enhancing connectivity in India as
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The two Prime Ministers
reaffirmed their commitment
towards advancing the Make
in India initiative

well as with other countries in the Indo-Pacific
region. The two Prime Ministers “welcomed
the efforts to explore the development of
industrial corridors and industrial network for
the growth of Asia and Africa, which will benefit
various stakeholders in the Indo-Pacific region.”
They also laid emphasis on the importance of
all countries ensuring “the development and
use of connectivity infrastructure in an open,
transparent and non-exclusive manner based
on international standards and responsible
debt financing practices, while ensuring
respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity,
the rule of law, and the environment,” the

joint statement states. PM Modi and PM Abe
also welcomed Indo-Japan cooperation for

the development of India’s North Eastern
Region (NER) and “smart islands” to enhance
regional connectivity.

PROSPERITY AND PARTNERSHIP

The two Prime Ministers reaffirmed their
commitment towards advancing the Make

in India initiative as well as the transfer of
technology in HSR projects. They welcomed
technological collaborations between the two
nations, such as the prospective collaboration
between Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd (BHEL)
and Kawasaki, and expressed an inclination
towards further strengthening their partnership
in the arena of high-speed railways.

As Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
departed for Japan at the end of the visit, he
thanked the Government of India as well as
the people of the country for their hospitality
and also extended a cordial invitation to Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to visit Japan
for the next annual summit meeting. PM Modi
has accepted the invitation and will be visiting
Japan at a mutually convenient time.
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PARTNERSHIP

SALUTING HERITAGE IN

MYANMAR

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi made his first bilateral
state visit to Myanmar on September 5, 2017

t the Presidential Palace in Myanmar, U Htin Kyaw, who hosted a State

Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar, Prime Banquet in his honour. The second day of

Minister Narendra Modi was the visit saw PM Modi and Myanmar’s state

given a ceremonial welcome as counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi holding

he arrived for his first bilateral bilateral talks on a range of subjects. The joint
visit to the country on September 5, 2017. statement issued during the visit states that
He paid a courtesy call on the President of the two leaders “reviewed ongoing official
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Left: Indian Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi meets President
of Myanmar,

U Htin Kyaw, at the
Presidential Palace in
Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar
Facing page: PM Modi
signs the visitors’ book
at Ananda Temple

exchanges, economic, trade and cultural ties,
as well as people-to-people exchanges that
reflect the harmony between Myanmar’s
independent, active and non-aligned foreign
policy and India’s pragmatic Act East and
Neighbourhood First policies.”

Besides his official meetings and
engagements in the country over the three-
day visit, PM Modi also visited places of
historical importance in Bagan and Yangon.
In Bagan, he visited the Ananda temple, an
ancient Buddhist temple built in the early
12th c