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The soul of the people
Both the twin sisters—Maykha and 

Malikha —rise on the snow-capped mountains 
in the northern tip of the Union or the land 
of Kachin people. But generally the current 
of Maykha river is strong all along its course. 
It flows though forests, mountainous regions 
and uneven territories forming a lot of rapids 
before joining with Malikha River. Maykha 
is a heaven for tourists who love whitewater 
adventure. On the other hand, Malikha is 
rough only in the upstream, and mostly gentle 
in the downstream. All in all, the twins have 
many differences.

But when they join one another at the 
famous place called “the confluence” they 
together form the mighty river “Ayeyawady” 
which is the mother of the Union or the main 
artery of the country. The mighty river flows 
from north to south in the centre of Myanmar 
serving as a transport corridor, the source of 
water and food supply for many people, and 
the natural heritage and the beauty of the 
Union. It also is a historic river witnessing a 
lot of important events that had much impact 
on the lives of the people throughout the 
different eras.

All along its course the great river is joined 
by a large number of natural watercourses 
originating in various places of the Union, 
thus further strengthening the force and 
might of Ayeyawady which always stands as 
the symbol and the heart of Myanmar. So 
we can say that Ayeyawady is formed by the 
waters from all parts of the Union. Likewise, 
the Union is formed by all the national races 
that have different beliefs, backgrounds, 
customs and cultures. 

Myanmar cannot exist without Ayeyawady 
or Unioin spirit which is the willingness to stay 
in unity. As for Myanmar people, Ayeyawady 
is the lifeblood of the country and the Union 
is their sold.

Na y Py i  Ta w ,  29 
April—President U Thein 
Sein separately met Prime 
Minister of Timor-Leste 
Mr Xanana Gusmao, UN 
Deputy Secretary-General 
Mr Jan Eliasson and ESCAP 
Executive Secretary Dr 
Noeleen Heyzer at ESCAP 
office in Thailand today in 
the sideline of 69th Meeting 
of UN Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific. 

 The meeting with 
the Timor-Leste Premier 
focused on strengthening 
bilateral ties, prospects of 
cooperation in energy and 
agricultural sectors, and 
potential for Timor-Leste to 
participate more in regional 
efforts.

In meeting with UN 
Deputy Secretary-General 
Mr Jan Eliasson, President 
U Thein Sein thanked 
UN for recognition of 
Myanmar’s reforms, saying 
Myanmar attaches great 
importance to relations with 
UN much.

H e  s a i d  U N 
assistances had a huge 
impact on Myanmar’s 
reforms, inviting more UN 
assistance for ensuring 
social harmony, generation 
of job opportunities, and 
education and health sectors 
in conflict-hit Rakhine 
State. 

T h e  U N  D e p u t y 
Secretary-General said 
he was no stranger to 
Myanmar as he had to deal 
with Myanmar issues since 
his capacity as a Swedish 
Ambassador to UN in 
1980s.

President U Thein Sein meets Timor-Leste Premier, UN 
Deputy Secretary-General, ESCAP Executive Secretary

He welcomed the 
President’s speech on 
Meiktila violence, stressing 
the need to balance the peace, 
development and respect for 
human rights. He promised 
to increase humanitarian 
and development aids to 
Myanmar. He also vowed 
to help Myanmar tackle 
challenges. 

The meeting with 
ESCAP Executive Secretary 
Dr Noeleen Heyzer focused on 
five-year plan to provide ICT 
trainings to 100 outstanding 
Myanmar students each year 
and ESCAP’s assistance 
for economic and social 
developments in Myanmar. 

The President also 
received Myanmar families 
serving at ESCAP, UNHCR, 
UNAIDS, UNIAP, UNOPS, 
UNODS and FAO. 

He called on them to 

extend their helping hands 
to development bid of the 
country. 

The meetings were also 
attended by Union Ministers 
U Wunna Maung Lwin,  
U Soe Thane and Dr Kan 
Zaw, Deputy Minister U Ye 
Htut, Myanmar Ambassador 
U Tin Win and departmental 
heads. 

The delegation led by 
the President arrived back in 
Nay Pyi Taw in the evening. 

They were welcomed 
back by Vice-Presidents Dr 
Sai Mauk Kham and U Nyan 
Tun, Deputy Commander-
i n -C h ie f  o f  D e fen ce 
Services Commander-in-
Chief (Army) Vice-Senior 
General Soe Win, Union 
ministers, the commander 
and officials at Nay Pyi Taw 
International Airport.
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President U Thein Sein shakes hands with Prime 
Minister of Timor-Leste Mr Xanana Gusmao.
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President U Thein Sein shaking hands with UN Deputy Secretary-General Mr 
Jan Eliasson.—mna

Nay Pyi Taw, 30 April—The Government of 
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar has agreed 
to the appointment of Mr. Gautam Mukhopadhaya 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of India to the Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar in succession to His Excellency Dr. Villur 
Sundararajan Seshadri.

Mr. Gautam Mukhopadhaya was born on 24 May 
1956. He obtained B.A. (History) and M.A. (Sociology). 
He joined the Ministry of External Affairs of India in 
1980. During his diplomatic career, he had served in 
various capacities in the Ministry of External Affairs as 
well as the diplomatic missions of India in Mexico City 
(1982-1984), Paris (1985-1986), Havana (1986-1989), 
New York (1996-2000), Kabul (2001-2002), Damascus 
(2005-2009). He also served as Joint Secretary of the 
Ministry of External Affairs from 2009 to 2010. He has 
been serving as Ambassador of India to Afghanistan 
since July 2010.

MNA

Appointment of 
Ambassador agreed on

President U Thein Sein holding talks with UNESCAP Executive Secretary Dr 
Noeleen Heyzer.—mna 


