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India - Panama Bilateral Relations

Political

India-Panama connection is the oldest in the Central American region, dating back to the middle of the 19th century when groups of Indians came to Panama to work on the construction of Panama railways and later the Panama Canal in the early 20th century. Panama was the first country in Central America where India established a resident Mission. Panama also has a Mission in New Delhi. Ambassador Shamma Jain presented her Credentials to President Juan Carlos Varela in August,  2014. 
Bilateral Visits: 

From India
1. A delegation led by Dr. D. Purandeswari, Minister of State (Commerce & Industry) visited Panama on April 15-18, 2013 and inaugurated the “Made-in-India” Exhibition on April 17, 2013 at Panama’s biggest international trade show “ExpoComer”. Over 120 Indian companies participated in the India Show. MOS met President of the Republic, Foreign Minister and other senior functionaries of the Government

2. A delegation led by Shri Milind Deora, Minister of State (Shipping, Comm & IT), visited Panama on Jan 22-25, 2013 and met Minister in the Presidency, Administrator General of Maritime Authority of Panama, Administrator General of Panama National Authority for Governmental Innovation and Vice-Minister of Finance.

3. Shri Vayalar Ravi, Minister of Overseas Indian Affairs, visited Panama on July 29-30, 2012 and met with the officiating Foreign Minister of Panama and visited Gurudwara, Mosque and Temple. 

4. Shri Sachin Pilot, Minister of State (Comm & IT), visited Panama during April 10-11, 2012.  Fourteen officers of National Defence College (NDC) led by Maj Gen P. K. Goswami visited Panama as part of their study tour on May 20-26, 2012. 

5. An 18-member Indian official delegation, led by Shri J.M. Mauskar, Special Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests visited Panama to attend the UN Climate Change meetings on September 29-October 7, 2011. 

6. A 20-member Indian Parliamentary delegation led by Smt. Meira Kumar, Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha visited Panama from April 14-21, 2011 to participate in the 124th Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Assembly. 
7. Shri E. Ahamed, MOS (EA) visited Panama during May 3-5, 2011.  

From Panama

1. Mr. Ricardo Quijano, Minister of Commerce & Industry (Cabinet rank) of Government of Panama led a high level delegation of 14 members to CII’s 5th India-LAC Conclave held in New Delhi on December 9-10, 2013.  He was accompanied with Mr. Eduardo Enrique Jaen, Head of  e-governance &  Administrative Authority for Governmental Innovation (Vice Minister rank),  Mr. Javier Leonelli Carrillo, Director General & Head of National Migration Service, Mr. Leopoldo Luis Benedetti Milligan, Director General, Colon Trade Free Zone (Vice Minister rank) and Mr. Rafael Barcenas Chiari, Civil Aviation Director General among others. 

2. Dr. Ruben Berrocal, Panamanian Secretary for Science, Technology and Innovation paid a visit to India during December 3-8, 2011. 
 Bilateral Agreements

1. Foreign Office Consultations 2001

2. Cultural and Educational co-operation 
3. Mutual Cooperation between the Foreign Service Institutes of MEA and the Diplomatic Academy (of the Ministry of External Relations) of Panama, 2001
4. Ministry of Agriculture of India and the Ministry of Agricultural Development of Panama for Cooperation in the Field of Agricultural Research and Education 2001
Trade and Economic Relations 

India-Panama trade in US Dollar million (including with Colon Free Trade Zone of Panama)
	 Year 
	2011-12
	2012-13
	2013-14
	2014-15
Upto Oct.

	Exports
	232.63
	227.22
	211.76
	191.22

	Imports
	219.29
	109.55*
	63.05*
	44.32

	Total
	451.92
	336.77
	274.81
	235.54


Source: Department of Commerce (India)

 *While India’s exports to Panama have been steady, there has been a sharp reduction in its imports. The imports of mineral fuels, mineral oils, bituminous substances and mineral waxes,  have slid from USD 121.55 million in 2011-12,  to USD 42.48 million in 2012-13 and to almost nil in 2013-14. During the period, the import of Wood and its products has also declined slightly. The import of ships and boats, which amounted to USD 34.17 million in 2012-13, came down to USD 17.37 million in 2013-14.


The main items of India´s exports to Panama consist of: textiles; automobiles and accessories; articles of iron and steel; plastic products; pharmaceuticals; tobacco products; rubber products; furniture items; and electrical and electronic equipments, etc. The main items of India´s imports from Panama are comprised of: mineral fuels, oils, products and waxes; ships, boats and floating structures; and teak and other wood and wooden articles, etc.
In March 2012, 50 Indian companies had successful participation in EXPOCOMER, the largest annual international trade exhibition held in Panama City. Business over US$ 2-3 million was generated and orders booked. 


4 Panamanian IT firms took part in IndiaSoft 2012, held at Hyderabad in March 2012. 

12 Indian companies from Chemexcil took part in a BSM on September 3, 2012 organised by the Indian Embassy in collaboration with the Panama Chamber of Commerce, Industry & Agriculture (PCCIA). The BSM was organised in the main hall of PCCIA and it was organised with active participation of PCCIA. It proved to be a great success, resulting in business deals and exports of Indian Chemexcil products to Panama and Central America.


22 Indian companies sponsored by Pharmexcil took part in a BSM on September 10, 2012 organised by Indian Embassy in collaboration with PCCIA. The event was organised in the main hall of PCCIA and it was organised with full participation of PCCIA. Several pharmaceutical-related companies took part. The BSM resulted in several business deals which were finalised leading to exports of pharmaceutical products by Indian companies to Panama and Central America.


 10 Indian garment exporting companies of AEPC participated in a BSM in Colon in November 2012, organised by the Embassy of India in collaboration with AEPC and Users Association in Colon Free Zone. 


In April 2013, over 120 Indian companies took part in the first-ever “Made-in-India” Exhibition at the biggest annual trade show in Panama, EXPOCOMER.  India Show was inaugurated by MoS for Commerce & Industry, Dr. D. Purandeswari.  The Indian companies represented various sectors, including automobiles, auto components, textiles, handicrafts, diamonds, jewelry, electrical, engineering goods, leather, silk, bangles, shawls, Ashok Leyland trucks and buses, etc.


66 Indian companies participated in Expocomer-2014, one of the largest annual commercial expositions in Central America, organised by the Panama Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture from March 26-29, 2014 in Panama City. 35 foreign countries, including India, participated in the Expocomer.

The Embassy organized a ‘Make-in-India’ event at the Presidential Hall of the Panamanian Chamber of Commerce on October 8, 2014. The programme kicked off with the Ambassador’s introductory remarks in Spanish to an impressive gathering of Panamanian industrialists, businessmen including Indians, and local dignitaries, followed by the webcast of ‘Make-in-India’ video.  After the webcast, the Ambassador briefed the gathering on opportunities for investment in India for Panamanian companies, and new measures undertaken by GoI in this regard.

A senior journalist and chief of information of a prominent local Spanish newspaper La Estrella visited India from 15-21 October 2014 under ‘Familiarization Visit of Journalists from LAC Region’ organized by External Publicity Division of the Ministry.  

Culture


To commemorate the 150th Birth Anniversary of Nobel-laureate Dr. Rabindranath Tagore, an eight-member ICCR-sponsored dance troupe, led by Dr. Sonal Mansingh, performed “NAYIKAA” in September 2011. 

Another ICCR sponsored 15-member Odissi dance group, led by Ms. Sutapa Talukdar, performed ‘Shyama’ in October 2011 at the most prestigious National Theatre.

Indian Film Festival was inaugurated in June 2012 at Technological University of Panama and at University of Oteima Auditorium in David in October 2012, where 15 super-hit Indian films were screened.  


The Embassy organized an Indian Food Festival in Hotel Intercontinental Miramar, February 4-8, 2013 where two Chefs from ITDC, New Delhi participated.  The event was attended by more than 650 people and the Indian cuisine was appreciated.

An Indian film festival was organized at Panama University from September 2-20, 2013.  The event was inaugurated on September 2, which was attended by President and Rector of Panama University.  15 super-hit Indian films received from PD Division, MEA were screened. 


An Indian Food Festival was organised at Miramar Intercontinental Hotel from January 27-31, 2014 where two Chefs from Ashok Hotel, New Delhi, sponsored by Ministry of Tourism, participated.  The event was attended by more than 600 people and Indian cuisine was appreciated.


The current Ambassador’s live interview in August 2014 on a popular breakfast show with Garry D on FM Radio, wherein the Ambassador underlined the huge potential for boosting India-Panama trade and investments, listing the specific areas, was very well-received. The Ambassador was also interviewed by the leading Panamanian newspaper, La Prensa.

The Embassy celebrated Gandhi Jayanti and the International Day of Non-Violence on October 2, 2014. Floral tributes to the life-size statue of Mahatma Gandhi at a major plaza, Cinco de Mayo and to the bust of Mahatma Gandhi at the University of Panama were paid.  There was a sizeable participation of the Indian community.  
The Embassy took part in a charitable event, 4th Expomesas-Tables & Flowers, organized by Ikebana International Panama on October 25, 2014 and displayed items reflecting the cultural diversity of India.  The Indian Table at the event was a major attraction for the public.           
The Embassy was one of the major contributors at the charity event, Caravana 2014, held in Panama City on November 13, 2014, in which Indian culture and cuisine were showcased.  
India Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC)

The Government of India offered 12 ITEC training slots in 2012-13, and 20 ITEC slots in 2013-14.  In view of the growing worldwide demand for ITEC slots, Panama has been allotted 10 slots for 2014-15.   
Indian Community


There are around 15,000 PIOs and NRIs (mostly Gujaratis and Sindhis)  in Panama, which is the largest Indian diaspora in South America south of Texas, USA, excluding the Indian diaspora in Caribbean countries.   The Indian community is mostly involved in wholesale and retail trade and micro-credit business. The community is financially well-settled and has contributed to the Panamanian society. There are several places of Indian worship in Panama City – a Hindu temple, a gurudwara, and two mosques.  Yoga has many avid followers through the country. 
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