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Embassy of India 

Madrid 

Bilateral Relations 

 

Relations between India and Spain have been cordial since the establishment 

of diplomatic relations in 1956 with our High Commissioner in London 

concurrently accredited since 1958. A Mission headed by a Cd'A was opened in 

Madrid in 1958. The first resident Ambassador of India was appointed in 1965.  

 

2. After a gap of 28 years, Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, paid an official 

bilateral visit to Spain on 30-31 May 2017. Recently, EAM met FM José Manuel 

Albares in New York on the sidelines of UNGA where they discussed about the 

Ukraine conflict and the Indo-Pacific tensions. Earlier in June 2022, FM Albares 

had visited India and met EAM ensuring that the bilateral cooperation between the 

countries continues to grow.  Prime Minister met Mr Pedro Sánchez, Prime 

Minister of Spain, on the sidelines of the G20 Summit in Rome on 31 October 

2021. Former EAM Ms Sushma Swaraj visited Spain on 18 – 19 February 2019. 

Spanish Foreign Minister Mr Josep Borrell had earlier visited India on 8-9 January 

2019 to participate in the Raisina Dialogue. EAM Dr. S. Jaishankar met Mr Josep 

Borrell, now the EU High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 

Security Policy at the G20 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting on November 23 2019. 

EAM met the Spanish Foreign Minister Ms Arancha Gonzalez Laya at Munich 

Security Conference on 16 February 2020 and G20 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting on 

29 June 2021. MoS EA Ms Meenakashi Lekhi visited Spain from 14-17 September 

2021 and met the Foreign Minister Mr Jose Manuel Albares and Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs Ms Angeles Moreno. President ICCRDr. Vinay Sahasrabuddhe 

visited Spain in October 2019 for the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 

MoEFCC Mr. Prakash Javadekar visited Madrid to deliver India’s national 

statement at the COP25 Conference on 10 December 2019. MoS EA Mr V 

Muraleedharan visited Spain to attend ASEM Foreign Ministers’ Meeting on 16 

December 2019. MoS EA also participated in a virtual panel discussion on the 

Alliance for Multilateralism at Club de Madrid thinktank’s annual event in October 

2020. During the COVID19 crisis, both Prime Ministers had a phone call and the 
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Foreign Ministers spoke four times. Spanish Foreign Minister thanked India for 

hydroxychloroquine supplies. Commerce and Industries Minister and Spanish 

Trade Minister Ms Reyes Maroto had a brief virtual bilateral meeting before 

flagging off India Spain Business Roundtable on 22 April 2021. 

 

3. The present king, His Majesty Felipe VI, visited India as the Crown Prince 

on his first official visit from 10-12 November 2009, during which he inaugurated 

the Cervantes Institute in New Delhi. King Felipe had earlier visited India in 

February 2001 and October 1997 as Crown Prince. Former Spanish President Jose 

Rodriguez Zapatero paid an official visit to India on July 3, 2006. A high level visit 

of Spanish President to India is long overdue. The sixth round of Foreign Office 

Consultations was held virtually on 21 July 2020 between Secretary (West) and 

Spanish State Secretary for Foreign Affairs and the 11th edition of the Joint 

Commission on Economic Cooperation was held in Madrid at Commerce 

Secretary level in 2018. 

 

4. Spain is India´s 8th largest trade partner in Europe. Bilateral trade during 

January – December 2021 stood at US$ 6.73 billion (MINCOTUR, Govt. of Spain), 

exceeding pre-Covid levels. India´s exports stood at US$ 4.962 billion while 

imports stood at US$1.768 billion. India´s top exports to Spain are textiles, organic 

chemicals, iron & steel, seafood, automobiles and leather. India´s major imports 

are mechanical appliances, electrical machinery, chemicals, plastic and mineral 

fuels. Spain is the 16th largest investor in India with cumulative FDI stock of US$ 

3.487 billion (April 2000 – September 2021). There are 195 Spanish companies in 

India and nearly 40 Indian companies in Spain. Indian delegations regularly 

participate in major international trade fairs and conferences in Spain viz. FITUR 

(Tourism), Mobile World Congress (Telecom), CPhI Worldwide 

(Pharmaceuticals), Cevisama (Ceramics), ITMA Textile & Machinery Exhibition, 

InterGift and Smart City Expo World Congress (Smart Cities). Council for Leather 

Exports organises an Indian Leather Show in Madrid every year in March and 

Apparel Export Promotion Council organises a buyer seller meet in October in 

Madrid.  
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5. The procurement of 56 C295 aircraft from Airbus Spain in a $2.5 billion 

contract, 40 of which will be made in India by Tata Advanced Systems, represents 

the first Make in India project in the defence aircraft sector. Spanish Public 

Shipbuilder Navantia has bid for manufacturing six P75 I submarines in 

association with L&T/Mazgaon Docks Limited (MDL). They have designed 50% 

of the Scorpene Class submarines, inducted by the Indian Navy from French Group 

DCNS (approx €150 million was paid to Navantia). They also supply spare parts 
for the Scorpene in partnership with MDL. Indra Sistemas has supplied 

navigational equipment to the Indian Air Force and radars to the Navy and Army, 

through BEL. Expal Systems supplies fuzes and ammunition to the Indian armed 

forces.  

 

6. Cultural exchange is an important component of India-Spain bilateral 

relations. ICCR sponsors cultural groups to Spain and offers ten scholarships 

annually to Spanish students to study in India. Casa de la India, a PPP 

collaboration between ICCR, University of Valladolid and City of Valladolid was 

founded in 2003 as a platform for the promotion of India in Spain through 

activities in the fields of culture, education, cooperation and enterprise. University 

of Valladolid hosts Rabindranath Tagore Chair for Contemporary Indian Studies 

and Hindi Chair (both vacant at present), established by ICCR. Twinning 

Agreement between Ahmedabad and Valladolid signed in 2017 was renewed in 

July 2020 for three years. Father Valles of Spain was awarded Padma Shri in 2021 

and Prof Amartya Sen was awarded Princess of Asturias Award 2021 for Social 

Sciences. 

 

7. Flagship biennal cultural festival India en Concierto,  film festivals Imagine 

India and India-Indie, and festivals such as Janmashtami, Onam, Diwali and 

Dussehra were celebrated in 2019 and 2020.Indian movies were showcased in the 

65th SEMINCI Film Festival and in the 17th Asian Summer Film Festival in 2020. 

550th Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak Devji was celebrated in November 2019 

along with local Gurdwaras in Madrid, Barcelona and Valencia, in which more 

than 12000 devotees participated. DG ICCR visited Spain in December 2020 as the 

birth centenary of Pandit Ravi Shankar was celebrated with an exhibition in the 
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Fernando Gomez Cultural Centre in Madrid and with the Spanish premiere of Ravi 

Shankar Symphony by David Murphy, Shubhendu Rao, Saskia Rao and the 

Symphony Orchestra of Castilla and Leon. Mission also hosted ICCR sponsored 

Musical Treasures of India exhibition, a collection of 52 heritage instruments in 

2020. 

 

8. The 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi was celebrated in a grand 

manner in Spain in 2019 with activities including Vaishnava Jana To rendition by 

Spanish artists, contributions to Mahatma Gandhi Anthology by President Pedro 

Sanchez and Queen Mother Sofia, release of a commemorative stamp by the 

Spanish Philately Commission, Cycling For Peace, planting of trees on World 

Environment Day, summer course on Mahatma Gandhi titled ‘Gandhi’s India and 

Today’s India´ at Complutense University, an audio-visual exhibition- ¨My Life is 

my Message¨ in various Spanish cities and the unveiling of ´The Head of the Giant´ 

painting on Gandhiji by Cristobal Gabarron, one of Spain’s greatest living mixed-

media artist in October 2020. A statue of Mahatma Gandhi gifted by ICCR was 

unveiled by MoS Mr V Muraleedharan in Tenerife, Canary Islands in December 

2019. This was the first official visit by any Indian Minister to the Canary Islands. 

 

9. For the first time, 25 major events were held for International Yoga Day 

2022 in major cities of Spain and Andorra. In the yoga day events conducted at 

Valencia, Madrid, Barcelona, Extremadura, Alicante, Tenerife, Marbella, 

Valladolid, Almeria, Las Palmas, Bilbao, Cantabria, Elche, Granada, Guadalajara, 

Aranjuez, Fuengirola, Cordoba and Andorra more than thousand yoga enthusiasts 

participqted. While the International Day of Yoga (IDY) 2020 celebrations were 

held online, IDY 2021 witnessed impressive events in Madrid, Mallorca, 

Barcelona, Valladolid, Granada, Guadalajara and Andorra la Vella in which more 

than 1000 people participated. India@75 celebrations in Spain kicked off with the 

Course on Culture, Arts and Society of India in the University of Valladolid. India 

Week at Circulo de Bellas Artes comprising of IndiaIndie Film Festival and 

Workshops on Yoga, Bharatnatyam, Kathakali, Theatre was held in March 2021. 

Events to commemorate birth anniversaries of Rabindranath Tagore and Satyajit 

Ray were organized in May 2021. 
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10. The Indian diaspora in Spain numbers around 75000, concentrated in 

Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia and Canary Islands. 

 

(As on 27 September 2022) 

 

Bilateral Agreements  

 

1. Agreement on Trade and Economic Cooperation (1972) 

2. Agreement on Cultural Cooperation (1982).  

3. Civil Aviation Agreement (1986).  

4. Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (1993).  

5. Bilateral Investment Protection and Promotion Agreement (1997).  

6. Extradition Treaty (2002)  

7. MoU on Institutionalization of Political Dialogue (2006)  

8. Mutual Legal Assistance treaty on Criminal Matters (2006).  

9. MoU on Agriculture and Allied Fields (April 2009)  

10. Protocol for amending the Convention and Protocol between India and Spain 

for the avoidance of double taxation and the prevention of fiscal evasion with 

respect to taxes on income and on capital originally signed in February 1993 in 

New Delhi. (October 2012)  

11. Memorandum of Understanding on Defence Cooperation. (October 2012)  

12. Memorandum of Understanding on Roads and Road Transport Sector. 

(October 2012)  

13. Agreement between India and Spain in the field of Audio-visual Coproduction 

(October 2012)  

14. Agreement on the Protection of classified information in the field of Defence 

(March 2015).  

15. MoU on setting up of a Hindi Chair at University of Valladolid between ICCR 

and the University of Valladolid (October 2015) 

16. Agreement of Visa Waiver for holders of Diplomatic passport 

17. Agreement on remunerated employment for dependents of members of a 

diplomatic mission or consular post 
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18. Agreement on the Transfer of Convicted Persons 

19. MoU on bilateral co-operation in the field of organ and tissue procurement and 

transplantation 

20. MoU on technical cooperation in the field of civil aviation 

21. Agreement on Cyber Security 

22. MoU on Renewable Energy 

23. MoU on Cooperation between Diplomatic Academies 

24. Twinning Agreement between the cities of Ahmedabad and Valladolid 

25. MoU on establishment of Chair for Contemporary Indian Studies at the 

University of Valladolid  

26. Technical Agreement on White Shipping 

 

 

Pending Agreements/ Agreements under negotiation 

 

1. Agreement for cooperation in the peaceful uses of Nuclear Energy  

2. Agreement on Cooperation in Combating Inter-national Terrorism, 

Transnational Organized crime and Trafficking in Illicit Drugs, Narcotics and 

Psychotropic Substances and Precursors Chemicals  

3. Additional Agreement on R&D (Cooperation in the field of Defence)  

4. Agreement on Social Security  

5. Cooperation in Customs Matters 

6. MoU on Cooperation in the field of Sustainable Urban Development 

7. MoU on Railways  

8. MoU on Sports Cooperation 

9. Agreement on Cooperation in Water Resources 

10. MoU on Cooperation between CERTs 

11. MoU between Salamanca and Nalanda Universities  

12. MoU between Instituto de Astrofisica de Canarias and Indian Institute of 

Astrophysics Bangalore 

13. MoU on Migration & Mobility 
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14. MoU between The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), New 

Delhi and the University of Las Palmas De Gran Canaria, Canary Islands, Spain, 

for Cooperation in Agricultural Research and Education 

 


