
CONSULAR CONVENTION
BETWEEN

THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA
AND

THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

The Republic of rndia and the People',s Republic of
'China, 

- . L!_--- r- ^-r^-Desiring to develop their consular relations in order
to f acilitate-ine'protection 'or the rights ?nd -interests of their
nations and natibnals, and promote the friendly relations and
-ooferation between the two countries,

Have decided to conclude the present consular
Convention and have agreed as follows:

CHAPTER I

DEFINITIONS

. Article l-

Def initions

Forthepurposesofthepresent.Convention,the
following "*p."=-io.i 

sira1l have the meinings hereunder assigned
to them:

(a) rrconsular postil means any consulate-general, consulate,
vice-consulate, or consular aqencyi

(b) ri"""="f". districf" means the area assigned to a

consular post for the exercise of consular functionsl
(c) r'head of consular pos!:' means the person charged with

tne arity ot acting in ttrat capacity;
(d) ""l"""fir-offi""rt' means any pers6n, including the head

of a consular post, entruslea in that-cipacity with the exercise
of consular functionsl

(e) ";;il;;-"i'tn. administrative and' technical staf f of
the consular postrr means any'person who performs administrative
or technical slrvices at a consular post;

(f) ilmember of the service stattrr means any person employed

, in tne aomestic seivice of a eonsular post;
(q) "*.*U"i= of a consular pgstt' means consular officers'

. aaminiitrative and technicat stitt and service staff of a

consular Post;(h) rrfamily membersrt means the spouse, chlldren and parents
who are dependenl on a member of a conlular post and forming part
of the same household;v! "^'if i-' 

-nmember of ttre private _staf f 
I' means any person who is

e*proyea in Lne private se'rvice of a member of the consular post;
( j ) ,tcons-ular premisesx , - 

means buildings or parts of
buildings and the llnd ancillary thereto, irrespective of
ownership, us"a exclusively for the purposes of the consular post;

(k). frconsular archiirestt means- al-I the papers, documents,
correspondence, books, fiIms, tapes and registers of the consular



E3=:, *-c;e--he: ;L--h :ne ciphers and codes, the card-indexes and
ani' artj.cl-e cf furni+-ure lntended for their protection or safe-
i:eeping;

t (1) "national of the sending statett means any natural
person having the nationarity of the sending state, and, when
applicable, also any juridical person of the sending State;

(m) rrvessel of the sending Stateil means any vessel sai
under the flag of the sending State pursuant to its
excluding nilitary vesselsl

(n) I'aircraft of the sending Statetrmeans any
registered in the sending State and bearing that
registration marks, excluding nilitary aircraft.
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CHAPTER II

ESTABLISHMENT OF A CONSULAR POST AND
APPOINTMENT OF ITS MEMBERS

A::ticle 2

Establishment of a Consular Post

l. A consular post may be established in.the territory
of the receiving State only with the consent of thaL State,
2. The seat of the c'onsular post, its classification
and its consuiar district, ds well as any changes pertaining
thereto, shalI be determined through consultation be'tween the
sending State and the receiving State
3. The sending State shall determine the number of
rnembers of the consular post according to its workload and the
needs of its normal activities while the receiving State may
require that the number of members of the post be kept within
lirlits considered to be reasonable and normal in the liqht of
conditions in the consular district and the actual needs of that
particular post

Article 3

Appointment and Admission of Head
of a Consular Post

1-. The sending State shall obtain through diplomatic
channels agreement by the receiving State for its appointment of
the head of a consular post.
a Upon receiving the agreement of the receiving State,
the sending State shall, through its embassy or in other'manner,
transmit to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the receiving
State a consular commission, stating the name and rank of the
head of the consular post, the seat and classification of the
consular post and the consular district.
3. Upon receiving the consular commi-ssj-on of the head
of the consular post, the receiving State shall grrant hirn an
authorization to perform his consular functions as soon as
possible which, in whatsoever form, is termed an exequater.

Pending delivery of the exequater, the receiving



State shall admit the head of the consular post to the exercise
of. his consular functions on a provisional basis.
5: As soon as the receiving State grants an
authorization to the head of the consular post, even
provisionally, to exercise his consular functions, it shall
inmediately notify the competent authorities of the consular
district. It sha1l also ensure that the necessary measures are
taken to enable the head of the consular post to carry out the
duties of his office and to benefit from the privileges and
immunities provided for by the present Convention.

Article 4

Temporary Exercise of the Functions
of the-Head of a Consular Post

1. If for any reason the head of a consular post is
unable to perform his functions, or if his position is
temporarily vacant, the sending State rnay designate a consular
officer oi tne consular post or of another consular post in the
receiving State, or a diplomatic officer of its embassy in the
receiving State, ds the acting head of the consul'ar post. The
sending State shalt notify the receiving State. in advance of the
fuIl name and the original rank of the acting head of the
consular post.
2. The acting head of a consular post sha1l enjoy the
same rights, facilities, privileges and imrnunities as enjoyed by
the head of the consular post under this Convention.
3. A diplomatic officer designated as the acting head
of a consular post shall continue to enjoy such dipl-ornatic
privileges and inmunities as are due to him.

Article 5

Notification of Arrivals and Departures

The sending state shall at an appropriate time notify
the receiving State of the following in writing:

(a) tha fuII name and rank of a member of a consular .post,
the datl of his arrival and final departure or the termination of
his functions, as well as any change of his status in the course
of his service with the consular post;

(b) the futl name, nationality and the date of arrival and
final' departure of a family member of a member of the consular
post and the fact that any person becomes or ceases to be such a
f amily rnember I

. (c) the fuII name, nationality, function and the date of
arrival and final departure of a member of the private staff.

Article 6

Subject to the provisions of the laws and regulations
of the recliving State, the competent authorities of the



recej-ving State shaII issue appropriate identity cards to the
members of the consular post and their family members.

Article 7

Nationality of Consular Officers
?

State.
A consular officer shall be a national of the sending

.' Article 8

Persons Declared rrNon Gratarr

1. The receiving State may at any time notify the
sending State through diplomatic channels that a consular officer
is persona non grata or that any other member of a consular post
is unacceptable and the receiving State is not obliged to give
reasons for its decision.
2- In the cases mentioned in paragraph l- of this
Article, the sending State shall recall that person or terminate
his functions with the consular post. If the sending State fails
within a reasonable time to carry out its obligations, the
receiving State is entitled to withdraw acceptance from the
person concerned or cease to consider him as a member of the
consular post.
3. A person appointed as a member of a consular post
may be declared unacceptabte before his arrival in the territory
of the receiving State oI, if he is already in the receiving
State, before he enters upon the exercise of his duties in the
consular post. In any such case the sending State shall cancel
his appointment.

CHAPTER III

CONSULAR TUNCTIONS

Article 9

General Consular Functions

A consular officer sha1l be entitled to the performance
of the following functions:

(a) protecting the rights and interests of the sending
State and those of its nationalsl

(b) furthering the development of economic, trade,
scientific, technological, cultural and educational relations
between the sending State and the receiving State and otherwise
promoting their friendly relations and cooperationl

(c) ascertaining by all lawful means conditions of the
receiving State in the economic, trade r scientif i-c,
technological, culturaI, educational and other fields, and
reporting thereon to the government of the sending State;

(d) performing other functions authorized by the sending
State which are not prohibited by the laws and regulations of the



receiving State
receiving State.
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Article 10

other travel

pass through
visas.

t_.

Applications Pertaining to Nationality
and CiviI Registration

Within the limits of his i:onsular district, a
consular officer shall be entitled to:

(a) receive applications pertaining to nationality;
(b) register nationals of the sending State and maintain

such a register. The competent authorities of the receiving
State may assist a consular officer, at his request, in obtaining
information required for this purpose concerning nationals of the
sending State;

(c) register and receive communications and documents
concerning births and deaths of nationals of the sending State;

(d) in accordance with the laws of the sending State,
handle marriage formalities for nationals of the sending State
and register divorces, provided that it does not contravene the
laws and requlations of the receiving State;

(e) formalise adoptions, provided that the adoptee and the
adopter are all nationals of the sending State, and that it does
not contravene the laws and regulations of the receiving State.
2. The provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article shall
not exempt the persons concerned from the obligation to observe
the l-aws and regulations of the receiving State.

Article l-1

Issuance of Passports and Visas

(a) i==l":":;:ffi: ::l:;":,=13*:*3"r:::;:l;3 ::'
documents of the nationals of the sending State;

(b) issue visas to persons who witl go to or
the sending State and endorse or invalidate the said

Article 1-2

Notarizatiorr and Authentication

1. A consular officer shall be entitled to:
(a) receive, draw up or attest applications or statements

upon the request of a national of the sending State, and issue
him corresponding documentsl

(b) draw up, attest and preserve in custody wills rnade by a
national of the sending State;

. (c) draw up or attest transactions concluded between the
nationals of the sending State inter se to the extent ttrat such
transactions are not prohibited by the laws and regulations of
the receiving State. A consular officer can neither draw up nor
attest such. transactions as either establish or alienate property



rights in immovable property situated withj-n the recei.ring State;
(d) draw up or attest transactions between the nationals of

the receiving State in cases where such transactions relate
exclusively to property and rights in the sending State or if
such transactions are to be executed in that State, or condition
however, that such transactions do not offend against ttre laws
and regulations of the receiving State;

t.l authenticate documents issued by the authorities of the
qending State or the receiving State and also attest the
authenticity of the copies and translations of or extracts from
such documentsl

(f) attest the signature of nationals of the sending State
on'documents if their contents do not offend against the laws and
regulations of the receiving State;

(g) carry out other notarial functions which are authorized
by the"'sending State, and to which no objection is taken by the
receiving State
2. when used in the receiving state, the documents
drawn up, certified or authenticated by consular officers in
accordarice with the laws and regulations of the receiving State
sha11 have the same vatidity and effect as the documents drawn
up, certified or authenticaled by the competent attthorities of-

tL; receiving State. If so required under the larv of the
receiving StaCe, such documents shall be Iegalised.

Article.13

Notification of Detention and Arrest and Visit

1. If a national of the sending State is detained,
arrested or deprived of freedom by any other means i'n Lhe
consular distric^t by the competent authorities of the recei.ving
State, the said authorities shall notify the consular post of the
natter as soon as Possible.
Z. A consular officer shall be entitled to visit a

national of the sending State who is under detention, arrest or
deprived of freedom by any other means, to converse or
communicate with him a.,a to ltr..g" legaI assistance for him'
The competent authorities of the receiving State shall make
arranqemLnts for the visit to the said national by a consular
officer as soon as Possible.
3. A consular officer shal} be entitled ta visit a

national of the sending State who is serving a sentence'
4. The competent authorities of the receiving Stat.e
shalI iniorm the above-mentroned national of the sending State of
the provisions under paragraphs 1,2 and 3 of this Article'
5. A consular of f -icer shall comply with the relevant
laws and regulations of the receiving state in performing tire
f unctions p-rorided f or in this Article. l'levertheless, the
appfication of the relevant laws and regulatio.ns of the receiving
State shaII not restrict the implementation of the rights
provided for in this Artic1e.



Article 14

Guardianship and Trusteeship
1 ' ? The competent authorities of the receiving statesha1l notify the consular post when a guardian or trustee isrequired f or a .natj-onal, incruding an und6raged national, of thesending state in the consular district who has no capacity "ilimited capacity to act on his own behalf.
2- A consular officer sharl be entitled to protect, tothe extent perrnitted by the laws and regulations of th; receivingstate, t-he rights and interests of ; national, incluaing -an
underaged national, of the sending state who has no capacit"y orlimited capacity to act on his owr beharf, and when necelsary, torecommend or designate a guardian or trustee to the p6r.o1
concerned and supervise the aetivities pertaining to guardianshipor trusteeship.

Artiele 15

Assistance to Nationars of the sending state
1. A consular officer shall be entitled to:(a) communicate and meet with any national of Ehe sendingstate in the consular district, and tfre receiving state shal Ineither restrict communication between nationals oi the sendingstate and a consular post nor restrict their access to theconsular post;

(b) ascertai-n conditions in life and work of a national ofthe sending State in the receiving State and provide him vrithnecessary assistance;
(c) request the competent authorities of the receivingstate to ascertain the whereabouts of a national of the senAin{state, and the competent authorities of the receiving State shalidoeverythingpossib1etoprovidethere1evantinforriation;
(d) receive and take into temporary custody money,valuables, certif icates or documents f rom ; nationai or tiresending State provided that it does not contravene the laws andregulations of the receiving state. Transfer of the above-saiJproperty or documents outside the receiving State shall not bedone except with the consent of that State.

2 - rn case a nationar of the sending state is not in
-t1" locality or for any other reason is unable in time to defencl
!i= own rights and interests, a consular officer may representhim before the court or other competent authorities 

"f thereceiving state or arrange for him .n- appropriate i.pr"="r,tativein aecordance with the 1?y= and regulations of the receivingstate ti11 he designates his own r.!.e=.ntative or is able t;assume the defence or his own rights ina interests.
Article 16

Notification on Deaths

Upon learning of the death of national of the



sending State in the receiving State, the competent authorities
of the receiving State shall inform the consular post as soon aspossiblel and provide upon the request of the Consular post a
dealh certifj-cate or a copy of other document certifying the
death.

Article L7

; Functions Concerning Estate

L. If a deceased national of the sending State has left
an.estate in the receiving state and there is no heir or
testamentary executor in the receiving state,. the competent
authorities of the receiving state shal1 promptly inform the
consular post.
2. A consular officer shall be entitled to be present
when an estate as referred to in paragraph l- of this Article is
being inventoried and sealed by the competent authorities of the
receiving State.
3. If a national of the sending State as an heir or
legatee is entitled to inherit or receive an estate or bequeathed
gift of a deceased person of any nationality in the receiving
State and if such a person is not in the territory of the
receiving State, the competent authorities of the receiving State
shaII inform the consular post about such inheritance or
reception of an estate or bequeathed gift by the said person.
4. In case a national of the sending State has or
claims to have the right to inherit an estate in the receiving
State but neither he nor his representative is able to be present
at the inheritance proceedings, a consular officer may himself or
through his deputy represent the national before the court or
other competent authorities of the receiving State.
5. A consular officer shall be entitled, or behalf of
a national of the sending State who is not a permanent resident-
in the receiving State, to receive for transmission to that
national any estate or bequeathed gift in the receiving State,
which is due to that national.
5. If a nati-onal of the sending State who is not a
permanent resident in the receiving State dies during a temporary
stay in or transit through the receivinq State, and if there is
no relative or representative of his in the receiving State, a
consular officer shaIl be entitled to immediately take into
temporary custody all the documents, money and personal effects
which were with the deceased national for transmission to his
heir, testamentary executor or other persons authorized to
receive the assets.
7. A consular officer sha}l comply with the relevant
la'*s and regulations of the receiving State in perf orming his
functions as referred tc in paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 of this
irticle.



1.

Article l-8

Assistance to Vessels of the Sending State

A consular officer shall be entitled to render
assistance to vessels of the sending State which are j-n

inland or territorial waters of the receiving State, and also
. (a) to board a vessel when free access to shore has

granted to the vessel, question the master and any member of
irew and receive reports on the vessel, its cargo and voyagel

(b) without prejudice to the powers . of the competent
authorities of the receiving State, to investigate any incident
which has occurred during the voyage and to settle disputes
between master and crew, including disputes about wages and
sevice contracts, in so far as this may be authorised by the laws
and regulations of the sending State;

tcl to receive visits from the master or any member of the
crewr'and, when necessary, make arrangements for his medical
treatment or for him to return home;

(d) to receive, examine, draw
documents with regard to a vessel;

(e) to exercise rights of supervision and inspection
sending State inprovided for in the laws and regulations of the

respect of vessels and of their crews;
(f) to handle other matters relating to a vessel which are

entrusted by the competent authorities of the sending State.
2. The master and any member of the crew may contact a

consular officer. They may go to the consular post on the
premise of no contravention of the laws and regulations of the
ieceiving State concerning the administration of ports and
aliens.

Article 1-9

Protection in Case of Compulsory Actions
Against a Vesse1 of the Sending State

1. In case the courts or other competent authorities of
the receiving State intend to take any compulsory action or to
start an official investigation r^iith regard to a vessel or aboard
a vessel- of the sending Siate, those authorities sha}l notify the
consular post. Such information shall be given as far as
possible before the cornmencement of such action so as to enable a

tonsular officer or his representative to be present when such an
action is being taken. If the urgency of the matter prevents
prior notifica{iot, the competent authorities of the receiving
Stat" shalI notify the consular post immediately after the
actions have been taken and promptly provide him with full
information of the said actions, upon the request of a consular
officer.
z. The provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article shal1

taken on shore bY the comPetent
State against the master of a vessel

all
the

been
the

uP, srgn or authenticate

apply to similar actions
authorities of the receiving
or any member of the crew.
3. The provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article



sba11 not apply to customs, administration of ports, quarantine
and passport inspections, nor to measures taken by the competent
authoritj-es of the receiving State to ensure navigation safety on
sea or the prevention of pollution of waters.
4. Except upon the request or with the consent of the
master of a vessel or of a consular officer of the sending State,
the competent authorities of the receiving State shall not
interfere in the internal affairs of the vessel, when the peace,
security and public order of the receiving State are not
violated.

Article 20

Assistance to Wrecked Vessels of the Sending State

1. If a vessel of the sending State suffers
shipwreck, runs aground, is swept ashore or suffers any other
accident within the inland or territorial waters of the receiving
State, the competent authorities of the receiving State shall, as
soon as possible, notify the consular post about the matter and
inform it of the measures taken for rescuing the persons aboard
the vessel,its cargo and other properties.
2. A consular officer shall be entitled to render all
assistance to any wrecked vessel of the sending State, its crew
and passengers and to take appropriate measures for the repair of
the vessel. For this purpose, he may request the competent
authorities of the receiving State for appropriate assistance.
3. No customs duty sha1l be levied by the receiving
State against a wrecked vessel, its cargo or stores in the
territory of the receiving State unless they are delivered for
use or for sale in that State.

If a wrecked vessel of the sending State or its
articles or cargo are found near the coast of, or are brought
into a port of the receiving State and neither the master nor the
o;ner of the vessel, nor any agent of the vessel company or of
its insurance company is present or is in a position to take
rneasures for their preservation or disposal, the competent
authorities of the receiving State shalI inform the consular post
as promptly as possible. A consular officer rdY, on behalf of
the owner of the vessel take appropriate measures pursuant to the
Iaws and regulations of the receiving State. The provisions of
this paragraph shall also apply to any article on the vessel
belonging to the nationals of the sending State.

Article 2l

Aircraft of the Sending State

The provisions of this Convention concerningr
vessels of the sending State shal1 apply to aircraft of the
sending State provided that such applieation does not contravene
the provisions of bilateral agreements in force between the
sending State and the receiving State or of rnultilatera-1
agreements to which both States are signatories.

10



Article 22

Transmitting Judicial Documents

A consular officer shall be entitled to transmit
judicial and extra-judicial documents to the extent permitted by
the laws and regulations of the receiving State, subject to any
agreements between the sending State and the receiving State.

Article 23

Area for Performance of Consular Functions

A consular officer shaIl perform his functions
only in his consular district. With the consent of the receiving
State, he may also perform his functions outside the consular
district.

Article 24

Communication with the Authorities
of the Receiving State

In the exercise of his functions, a consular
officer may address the competent locaI authorities in his
consular district, and when necessary, the competent central
authorities of the receiving State to the extent permitted by the
1aws, regulations and usages of the receiving State.

CHAPTER IV

FACILITIES, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES

1.

Article 25

Facilities for a Consular Post

The receiving State shall accord full facilities for
the performance of the functions of a consular post.
2. The receiving State shall treat members of
post with due respect and shall take appropriate
ensure the smooth performance of functions by such
their rights, facilities, privileges and immunities
for in this Convention.

Article 26

Acquisition of Consular Premises and Residences

1. To the extent permitted by the laws
the receiving State, the sending State or
sha1l have the right to

(a) purchase, Iease or acqulre :.n
building or a part of a buitaing and the land
for use as the consular premises and the

a consular
measures to
members and
as provided

and regulations of
its representative

any other way a
ancillary thereto

residences of the

11



members of the consular post, excluding the residences of those
members who are nationals or permanent residents of the receivinq
State ; -')

(b) to construct or improve buirdings on the landacquired.
2. The receiving State sha1l assist the sending State inacquiring consular premises, and when necessary, in - acquiring
appropriate residences for members of the consurar post

.3. rn the exercise of their rights provided for inparagraph l- of this Article, the sending sate or its
representative shall comply with the laws and regulations of the
receiving State concerninq 1and, construction and city planning.

Article 27

Use of the National Flag and Emblem

1. The sending State shall have the right to place on the
consular premises its national emblem and the designation of the
consular post in the languages of the sending and' of the
receiving States.
2. The sending State sha1l have the right to fly its
national flag on the consular premises, the residence of the head
of a consular post and the means of transport used in the
performance of his official duties.
3. In the exercise of rights provided for in this Article,
regard shal} be given to the Iavrs, regulations and usages of the
receiving Sate.

Article 28

Inviolability of Consular Premises and
Residences of Members of the Consular post

1. Consular premises and the residences of members of a
consul-ar post shall be inviolable. The authorities of the
receivj-ng State may not enter the consular premises and the
residences of members of a consular post without the consent of
the head of the consular post or the head of the diplomatic
mission of the sending State in the receiving State, or of a
person designated by one of them.
2. The means of transport of the consular post and of the
consular officers sha1l be immune from search, arrest or
execution.
3. The receiving State shall take all necessary measures
to protect the consular premises and the residences of members of
the consular post against any intrusion or damage and to prevent
any disturbance of the peace of the consular post or'impairment
of its dignity.

l2



Article 29

fmmunity from Requisition of
Consular premises

The consurar premises, their furnishings and theproperty and means of transport of the consular post sha11 bei-mmune from any form of requisition. r

Articl-e 3 O

Inviolability of the Consular Archives
The consular archives shall be inviolable at alI timesand wherever they may be.

Article 31

Freedom of Communication

1. The receiving State shall permit and protect freedom ofcommunication by a consular post for all officiar purposes. rncommunication with the covernment, the diplomatic mi-siions andother consular posts of the sending State, the consular post mayemploy all appropriate means of communication, including inessug.iin cipher or code, diplomatic or consular couriers ana dipro*uii"or consular bags. However, the consular post may install and usea radio transmittg..only with the consent of the receiving iiui".
2 - The official correspondence of a consular post inafl beinviolable. official correspondence means all correspondencereJ-ating to the consular post and its functions. The conJular bagshal-r neither be opened nor detained. A1l the packages whiciconstitute the consular bag sha}l bear visible extlrnal marks ofits character and may contain nothingr other than officialcorrespondence, official documents and articles intendedexclusively for official use.
3. The consular courier sha1l only be a national- of thesending state, and shal1 not be a perminent resident of thereceiving State. He shall be provided with an official documenti-ndicating his status and the number of packages constituting theconsular bag. Tn performing his functions, a consular couriersha1l be protected by the receiving state and enjoy personal
inviolability and shall not be liable to any form of arrest ordetention.
A The sending state, its diplomatic rliss ion and consurarpost may designate consular couriers ad hoc; in such cases theprovisions of.paragraph 3 of this Article shall alsc apply exceptthat the privileges and innunities therein renticne,C sha11 ceaseto apply when such courier haq deli','erei.-c the consignee theconsular bag in his charge.
5. A consular bag l:ai- be e:l--r,:s.rei r-3 the captain of an
a j-rcraf t or a vessel cf ii-,= -se::::7 

-c--a--e. i-ie shall te provided;ith an officiar ioc-::er-' i;:j:=ui:-.= --he nurber of packagesccnstituting the bag. Hc;e'.'e:, i-e s:a^. nct be ccnsidered as a



consular courier. By arrangement with the
ef the receiving State, a member ofdirectly and freely col-lect the bag from

appropriate authorities
the consular post may
or deliver it to him.
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Article 32

Consular Fees and Charges

consular post ilay, in the territory of the receivingfees and charges for eonsurar acts in accordance withregulations of the sending State.
fees and charges referred to in paragraph r- of thistheir receipts shalr be exempt -rrori atr dues andreceiving State.

Article 33

Freedom of Movement

Subject to the laws and regulations of the receivingstate concerning zones entry into which is prohibited oiregulated for reasons of national security, mimbers of theconsular post shall enjoy freedom of movement-and travel in thatState.

t.

Article 34

Personal Inviolability of Consular Officers
The receiving state shall treat consurar officers andnenbers of the administrative and technica] staff of the consularpost with due respect and shall take atl appropriate measures toprevent any attack on their person, freedom and dignity.2. A consular officer shall not be tiable to arrest ordetention.

3. Members of the administrative and technical staff and
nembers of the service staff of a consular post shaII not beliabre to arrest or detention pending triar, except in the caseof a grave crj-me and pursuant to a decision by the competentjudicial authority of the receiving State
4. Except in the case specified in paragraph 3 of thisArticle, members of the administrative and tecnniCat staff and ofthe service staff of a consular post shall not be committed toprison or be l-iable to any other form of restriction on hispersonal freedom save in execution of a judicial decision offinal effect.
5. Tf criminal prcceeCings are instituted against a memberof the adr,rinistrative anC technical staff or of th; service staffof a consular post, he rust appear before the competentauthorities. l{evertheless, the proceedings shal-I be coriducteduith the respect due to hin anc, except in the case specified inparagraph 3 of this Ar+,icle, in a manner which wirl hamper the
perforrnance of consul-ar functj-ons as 1itt1e as possible. When in

14i



t*re circumstances mentioned in paragraph 3 of thi.s
becomes necessary to arrest or detain him, the
against him sha1l be instituted with a minimum delay

Article, it
proceed ings

Article 35

Immunity from Jurisdiction
l-. A consular officer shalt enjoy total immunity from the
criminal jurisdiction of the receiving state. He shalr also
enjoy immunity from civit and administrative jurisdiction of the
receiving State in respect of acts performed in the exercise of
consular functions.
2. Members of the administrative and technical staff or of
the service staff of a consular post shall also be immune frc:
criminal, civil and administrative jurisdiction of the receiving
State in respect of acts performed in the exercise of consular
functions
3. The provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Articre
shall not apply to the following civil proceedings:

(a) arising out of a contract concluded by a member of the
consular post in which he did not contract expressly or impliedly
as an agent of the sending State,.

(b) by a third party for damage arising from an accident in
the receiving State caused by a vehicle, vessel or aircraft;

(c) concerning private immovable property in the receiving
state, unless a member of the consular post is holding it in the
capacity of representative of the sending State and for the
purposes of the consular post;

(d) relating to succession in which a member of the
consular post is involved as executor, administrator, heir or
legatee as a private person;

(e) arising out of any professional or commercial
activities in the receiving State by a member of the consular
post outside his official functions.

The rece j-ving State shaIl not take measures of
execution against a consular officer except in cases referred to
in paragraph 3 of this Article. In the event of taking such
measures, the inviolability of the person and residence of the
consular officer shall- not be impaired.

Article 35

Liability to Give Evidence

l. A consular of f icer i-s under no obligation to give,
evidence as a witness. The recei-,'ing Siate shaIl not appl)'
coercive measures or penalty to a ccnsular cfficer if he should
decline to give evidence.
2. A nenber of the ai:,ini<'-rar--i';e anC technical staf f or
of the service staff of +-he c::sul-ar pcst r.ai be called upon to
g.ive evidence in the ccurse oi .-r::iciaL or administrative
proceedings of the recei','ing S'.?+:€. He sha11 not, except in the
cases referrel to in Fa:arrapn 3 cl:::s ir'-icIe, decline to give
e-.--:- ence. Hc;e','er, ;:":ler ti3 c ircu:-.stances should coercive



(
measures be applied to him.
3. A member of the administrative and technical staif or
of the service staff of the consular post is under no obligation
to give evidence concerning matters connected with the exercise
of his functions or to produce any official correspondencd or
documents relating thereto. He is entitted to declj-ne to give
evidence as expert witness with regard to the 1aw of the sending
State.
4. The competent authorities of the receiving State
requiring the evidence of a member of the administrative and
technical staff or of the service staff of the consular post
shal1 avoid interference with the perforrnance of his functions.
They rdy, when possible, take such evidence at his residence or
at the consular premises or accept a statement from him in
writing.

Article 37

Exemption from Services and obligations

1. A member of the consular post shall be exempt in the
receiving State from any kind of personal services, public
services and military obligations.
2. A consular officer and a member of the administrative
and technical staff of the consular post shall be exempt from all
obligations under the laws and regulations of the receiving State
concerning the registration of aliens and residence permits.

Article 38

Exernption of Properties from Taxation

1. The receiving State shall exempt the following from all
dues and taxes:

(a) consular premises and residences of the members of a
consular post acquired in the name of the sending State or its
representative and transactions or instruments related theretol

(b) consular facilities and means of transport acquired
exclusively for official purposes as well as their acquisition,
possession or maintenance.
2. The provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article shall not
apply in respect of:

(a) charges levied for specific servicesl
(b) dues and taxes collectable under the }aws and

regulations of the receiving State from a person who concludes a
contract with the sending State or its representative.

Article 39

Exemption of Members of the Consular
Post from Taxation

:. Consular offi-cers and members of the administrative and
:echnical staff of the consular post shal1 be exempt from aIl
::a:i-onaI, regional or municipal dues and taxes of the receiving
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State on person or object, except:
(a) indirect taxes of a kind which are norma 1lv

incorporated in the price of commodities or services,.
_ (b) dues and taxes on private immovable property situated
in the territory of the receiving State, - sutjecl to theprovisions of paragraph 1 of Article 38 of this convention;

(c) estate and inheritance duties and duties on transfers,'subject to the provisions of Article 43 of this Conventionl
(d) dues and taxes on private income other than the income

acquired from their official functions in the receiving State;
(e) charges levied for specific services renderedl
(f) registration, court or record fees, mortgage dues and

stamp duties, subject to the provisions of Article 38 of this
Convention.
2. Members of the service staff of the consular post shall-
be exempt from dues and taxes in the receiving State on their
wages which they receive for their servj-ces at the post.

Article 40

Exemption from Customs Duties
and Inspection

l-. The receiving State shall, in accordance with its laws
and regulations, permit entry and exit of and grant exemption
from all customs duties other than charges, for storage, cartage
and similar services, on:

(a) articles for the official use of a consular post;
(b) articles for the personal use of a consular officer;
(c) articles imported at the time of first installation for

the personal use of a member of the adrninistrative and technical
staff of the consular post, including household articles intended
for his establishment.
2. Articles referred to in sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) of
paragraph 1 of this Article shall not exceed the quantities
necessary for direct use by the person concerned.
3. Personal baggage of a consular officer shal} be exempi
from customs inspection. It. may be inspected by the competent
authorities of the receivrng State only if there is serious
reason to believe that it contains articles other than thosc
referred to in sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph 1 of this Article,
or articles the irnport or export of which are prohibited by the
Iaws and regulations of the receiving State or which are subject
to its quarantine laws and regulations. Such inspecticn shal.l be
carried out in the presence of the consular officer concerned cr
his representative.

Article 41

Privileges and Iinnunities of
FamiJ-y Menbers

Family members of a consular officer and fanily members
of a member of the administrative and technical staff of the
consular post will be accorded due respect by the receiving
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State and shall enjoy respectively the privileges and immunities
to which the consular officer and the member of the
administrative and technical staff are respectively entitled
under the provisions of this Convention. Family members of a
member of the service staff of the consular post shall enjoy the
privileges and immunities to which the member of the service
staff is entitled under this Convention, except those who are
nationals or permanent residents of the reieiving State, oY who
carry on any private gainfuJ- occupation in the receiving State.

Article 42

Persons who shall not Enjoy Privileges and Immunj-ties

t-. Members of the administrative and technical staff or of
the service staff of the consular post who are nationals or
permanent residents of the receiving State shall not enjoy the
privileges and immunities provided for in this Convention,
iubject to the provisions of paragrah 3 of Article 35 of this
Convention.
2. Family members of the persons mentioned in paragraph L

shalI not enjoy the privileges and immunities
this Convention.

post

Article 43

Estate of Member of the Consular Post

In the event of the death of a nember of a consular
or a member of his family, the receiving State shall:
(a) permit the export of the movable property of

deceased except any such property acquired by the deceased in
territory of thq receiving State the export of which
prohibited at the time of his death;

(b) exempt the movable property of the deceased from estate
duties and all duties concerned.

Article 44

Beginning and End of Privileges
and Immunities

of this Article
provided for in

the
the
was

1. Every member of the consu
privileges and immunities provided in
moment he enters the territorY of
proceeding to take up his Post or, if
from the moment when he enters on his
post.
2. Family members of a member of the consular post shall

provided for in this
enjoys privileges and

immunities, or from the date of their entry into the territory of
the receiving State or from the date of their becoming such
family memberl in the case of their entry or becoming such family
nembers after the date from which he enjoys privileges and

Iar post shaII enjoY the
this Convention from the
the receiving State on
already in its territorY,
duties with the consular

enjoy the privileges and immunities
Convention from the date from which he
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immunites.
3. When the functions of a member of the consular post
have come to an end, his privileges and immunities and those of
his family members shall cease at the moment when the person
concerned leaves the receiving state or on the expiry of a
reasonabre period in which to do so. The privileges and
immunities of the family members of a member of the consuLar post
sharl come to an end when they cease to be the said family
members. However, if such persons intend to leave the receiving
State within a reasonable period thereafter, their privileges and
immunities shall subsist untir the time of their departure.'4. In the event of the death of a member of the consular
post, his fanily members shall continue to enjoy the privileges
and immunities accorded to them until they leave the receiving
State or until- the expiry of a reasonabl-e period in which to do
so.

, Article 45

Waiver of Privileges and Immunities

1. The sending State may waive any of the privileqes and
immunities enjoyed by the persons concerned under Artic-1es 35 anci
36 of this Convention. The waiver shall in all cases be explicit
and sha1l be communicated to the receiving State in writing.
2. The initiation of proceedings by a person in a matter
where he might enjoy iinmunity from jurisdiction under this
Convention sha11 preclude him from invoking immunity from
jurisdiction in respect of any counter-claim directly connected
with the principal claim.
3. The waiver of immunity from jurisdiction for the
purposes of civil or administrative proceedings shaIl not hre
deemed to imply the waiver of immunity from the execution of
judiciaJ- decision. In respect of such execut-ion, a separate
waiver of inmunity in writing shaIl be necessary.

C}{APTER V

GENERAL PROVTSIONS

Article 46

Respect for the Lav:s and Regulations of
the Receiving State

l-. Without prejudice to their privileges and rmmunities,
it is the duty of aI1 persons enjoying such privileges and
immunities as provided for in this Convention to respect the laws
and regulations of the receiving State, including those governing
traffie control. They also have the duty not to interfere in the
internal affairs of the receiving State.
2. Consular premises shall not be used for any purposes
incompatible with the performance of consular functions.
3, A consular post, members of the consular post and their
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family members shall comply with the laws and regulatj-ons of thereceiving state concerning- insurance of means of transport.4. Members of the.consular post who are seirt by thesending. state to the receiving.statl shall not engage i; a"vprofessional or commercial activities in the ,""6iiirg st;[;other than their official functions.

Article 47

Exercise of Consular Functions
by Diplomatic Missions

1. The diplomatic rnission of the sending state in thereceiving State rnay perform consular functions. The rights andobli-gations of consular officers provided for in this c5nventionslaJl apply to^diplomatic personnel of the sending State chargedwith consular functions.
2. The diplomatic mission of

3. Diplomatic personnel charged with consular functionsshal1 continue to enjoy such rights, facilities, privileges andimmunities as due to them by virtue of their dipioinatic sfatus.

Article 48

Relationship between This Convention
and Other Relevant International Convention

Any matter which is not specificarly provided for inthis Convention shall be dealt wittr in ac"oid.nce with therelevant provisions of the Vienna Convention on ConsularRelations done on April 24, 1963.

CHAPTER VI

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 49

Ratification, Entry into Force
and Termination

1. This Convention shall be subject to ratification. The
exchange of instruments of ratification sha1l take place in
Bei j ing. The present Con'.'en|,icn shal1 enter into f orce on ther-hirtj.eth day f oIf o;inc the da:ue of the exchange of instrumentscf ratificaticn.

notify the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
the names and ranks of the diplomatic
consular functions.
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