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MEMORANfiIJM CIF UNMNRSTANDING
BSTWEEN

EAil:H SYSTHM SCIHNCE SfTSANIZATISN.MII{ISTfiY OF HASITH SCITNCTS

sr
THE RSPUBL:C 3F INDIA

AND
THE RE$HARCH COUNCIL OF NORWAY. NOFIWAY, FOR

TOOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF EARTH SY$TTM SC Nf,ES

Earth System Science Organizatiorr-Minislry ol [:adh Scienres (E$S()-MaES) o{
the Repr:blic of lndia and the Fesearch Council of I'lr:nzuay, Norway (hereinilfter
cclllectively referreci to as the ''Parlres' and indivitiually ars a "Par{y"),

\lVhereas -Ihe Researcli Councrl o{ Noruuay is a national strategic ancl funding
agency for i'esearclr activrtres and a chief source of advice on and input into
research policy for the Norwegian Government, the central governrneflt
administration and the overall research cornrnunity

Wherears F:$$O-MoHS corldH0t"$ scientific and technical rese*rch rn ectivtties
rr}lateti to Etlrth System Science ar,d lransli*tes lhe $firn# inlo societal benefit

Acknowledging the Agreement between ths Government of india and the
Governnrtlttt of Norway on cooperation in the ii*lds of Science and Technolooy that
was sigrred in 2006.

Con*r"rrrinE nri the imporl*rrce of saenliflc a*cl teclrnic:*l cooperatior"r irr H*rllr
System Scierrces

Given the excellerrl scientific and technologicai research opporlunities existirrg in
the lwo coriniries in the field of Earth System Si:ierrce Hesearch,

Reccgnizirrg that such cooperaiion rs of bene{it to both coL.rntries, and

Unrlerstanding the impcrtance a{ pronrotirig a elos*r lvcrking lelationship 1o

adciress ilarlh Systern Science issues of conrmon c$n{lern,
Have rea<.:hed the fcr{lowing understandint"l.

,Article I

Pr-rrpose of fulemoiandur: sf tJndersle*ditrg
Tlrc pt;rpos* of thrs Menrorandum at Understanding (hereinafter rE:ferreci to &s
"MoU"r ts 1n {acililate &rrangemeill$ and underslandinus thai IeacJ t$ lndo-
Norwegian uou;.:r.;r'r:tion artd coordirr;ilion crl activiiies arrcl progrnms in Earllr System
$cie rrces.



The broacl objective, of tle cooperatiorr is lo all*w fire exchange o{ scienti{icresourcos' personnel and technicatl knowiedge to suplport the irirprovement orcievelcprnent of prograrns ir: Earlh sciences and selvices for both parties.

Arti*le ll
$cope of Sooperative Activities

cooperiltive activities are specific activities in scienlific areas of mutual irrterest to theParlres' undertaken by the Parlies or llreir sr-ibsiciiary entities in the areas of poiar
sclettce, Geo-hazards or any other topic of mutual interest in the fielcl of Earthsystern screrrce.

Articte ill
Respcnsibitities of the Farties

l-he parlies shall nomrnate representatives to communjcate wilh each olher on areguiilr basis in order to provide oversight to the implementatiorr of this MoU and toevetluate pedormance of the Mou. The-Parties srrail be responsible for coordinaiingand engagiftg with other otganizational entities rrr their own countries, asappropriate and necessary, lor the complelion of the tasks clesignated pursrianl totltis Merrorandurn of underslarlcling. The Parties shall provide tinrely access lodata as per their respective Natiorrai Data Policy to accomplish activities urrder thisMemorandum cJ unrierstanding. other responsibiriiies incrude:
I Mana0emen( and coorcJination of activities undertaken under the auspices oftnis Memolirncium of Understandrng,

2' Designation o{ appropriate officials to manage and coordirrate loint activities;
ancJ

There shall ire no exchangu o{ fLrncis between the Farrties to lhjs lV]emorandunr o{lJnrierstandinq Each P;rrly shrilt provide stafl, fercilities, and other supporlnecessary for tire carryinq ourt cll cooperative activities as menrioneci in Article llal:ove Such supporl i'vill tre sr:l:iect to the availability of appropriated funds anclpersonttel anrJ r'viil be in accordance v.rith the taws and,egL,lalions of respectiveccunlry

Article lV
I mplernentinE Agreements

All cooperative activity, projects ancl nrrangements carried out by either party rntheir respective territories uricier lnrq Mou siall be in accordance with the laws andregulations of the Kinc;donr of No'rway and lhe r**punii." oi"rrji- ,l*rp[i,,u*rvspecific projects to implenrenl lhe cooperattve au:livities identified in Adicle ll,includinr; tasks, responslbilities, miiestones, cleliverables, resources. principeil
irtvestigalors and related concjltior:s to hH cr:nducted under ilris Memorandum olIJnde|stanrJinq. r,ryilll:e concluded by the Farties ano iny otrier cooperating eltities.whert approprlate. srich projects will l:)e enrbodied as implerr:enling Agreeme*tsundet this [/lenrorattrlur}l of Underslitndir':u. Pr*jects *stablishec1 urder thisMertlr:randurn of ur.lcJerstandirrg will lre coaidinated by the partjes Coorr.iin*tors



and workirlg groLlps trlay be fippointecj lry rnutuar consenr of the partfes, asrequired' fr: consider ancj {}ct on' matters i*r"i*Jlo 1ne imptemenratiorr of thisMenrorandum of Understanding.
To prepare for cooperative acltvities,the Parties r.Ilay hold joint workshops withexperts fronr both countries as agreed by the rupr*ruitrtives. To form a basrs rorioint calls for researcl'r proposatu ir-,u p*tti.s.shali a*uerop an agreed texl for a jointcall for collaborative tesearclr projects. under sr.rch ialls for prolects, identicalresearch propusals shall be subnritted by the rnJian'and Norwegian p6ncipallnvestigator to the respective Par1y. lne Iropr,*urr uir be evaluated in separateprocesses in lnclia and Norwav, oiganiseo uy ine ie*p*.t,u* party in accordancewilh their at all tirres applicabl* iniernat. rules and pLl*orr**. Fottowirrg theseprocessss tlrel Parties slrall rrvork towarcls reaching-a iutuat agreement on therartking of thc proposals ancl a decision on funding." Eucr, party is responsible forf undinq thetr resoectrve lndian or"l,,tor*egian insiitr-rtioris budget for the proleci.Each project fundecl shair be gor*rn"o by cooperation agreements between thecooperating institutions, as iryell as separate funoing ,gi"***nts with the respectivelrrd,dn ano Norwegiarr parry --r

Joint review meelings will be held on mutually agreed occersions to measure thecjeliverables againsl the r:biectives itated in Anic-re r. prror to that shorl periodicprogress teports outlining the status for each of the pro1ects, future activity firefis,

l:X:;n'"ns 
of working groups, senrinars or meetrngs witr be *xchanged by both

li[,1T,?';'ff[t&l"]J{,ff',u,,,** under this MoU shan be subieu rn rrre avairabiriiy

Articte V
$cientific and Teehnical informalion

Both Pi''rr"ties agree to cottttaclunily conrmit the padicipants in research prolects, toensLrre appropriate protection oi lnteltectual 'propJrtv 
Eights generated frombilaterai cooperatior-Lincrer this M-oU. such 

-?oiu.tion 
measures sharlbe consistent with the respective laws, rules ancJ regulaticlns anr1 other lnternationaJagreements of l,dia anci Norway respectively. fno protectio., curnership anddisposition of inteliectual prop*riy created or macie 

'use of in the course ofcoopet'atrve activities uncler this MoU shalt tre r*gutu,i".r il tne specific R&D projectetgreernenls and cooperation agreements etc.

Articte Vt

*onfidentiutity
To the extent perrrit{ed by applic;tble [,rlorwegian]ilpd lrrdian law on public accessto docurnents ali corificlenlial data ancllor Intor*it,o,., inut rrray be exchangecl;acquired, shareij, and/or r'esurted ,;,,d", this Mou, shail te kept ancl r,sed stricly



conlideiltial and shali not, under any circumstance, be <.llvutged by the recervinq
Parly io a lhird parly without the prior writtenrcbnsent of the disclosing Party.
Futltrermore, coniidentiai information shall not be used ior any other purposes than
the original purpose ol disclosure, wi{hout a prior written consent of the disclosing
Parly

Cclnfidential data and/nr in{orrnaiion means any ln{ormatton or c1ata, regardless of
form'a[, tlrat unclet the cjrcr-rmstances surroundirrg disclosure, a reasonable person
would tegard a$ conf icJeniial. Trade secrets strali always i:e regarded &s
confidential information. lrrforrnerlion thal is already in the public domain, shall not
lre regarded as conlidential

The Parties acknowledge the valu* anci imporlance of publishing results of
research work. The above referred confidenliality obtigations shall not prevent or
hinder the Parltes from pubtishing such resiilts. To the extenl conserrt from the
other Party is required lor such publisiring, sr-rch consent mav not be unreersonably
witlrtreld or delayed

The Parties agree that the provision of ihis arlicle shall continlie to be bindinq
between the Parties notwilhstandrrrg the termination oi this MOU.

Article Vll
$etttement of Disputes

Each Pelfiy shali Consull with the other as soon as possible on any matter that rnay
*ffect ttte propet irnplenrentatron of the fulemorandunr of Understancling. Any
ciispule regarding interpretation or implenrentation of this Memorandunr of
LlnderstetnrJing or its associated !mplenrenting Agreeme*ts urill be resolvecl througlr
nrutuai discussion betweelr the Parlies.

Article Vlll
Term and Termination

The Memorandum of Unclerslanding shall enter inlo force on the. date o{ its
sigr:ature. tt shall rernain in lorce lor five years ar"lcl niay be renewecJ lor a furlher
period oi 5 yeatrs uport written agr*ornent L:etweeri the parties. The Memorandurm of
Urtderslartd:ng rray be terminated at any time by eiiner Farty urpon ninety days
written nr;trce to other pafiy

LJnlc$s r:1lt*r'unti-3r: i:Itl t"ti{}}#, t*rtltina'li*r: #r
L"Jricjcrstanciiriq sh*ll rrct *ffsct th* valicliti, ilr-
tltrs h,{+*r}l*r"fitrlclurt: r:f L,,lrtCler$t;}n#rrrtt thfrt
t g t"rrt i r-'ta t i* r": 

"

#x$:irati*rl *f ihe fvl*rxl*ranclunt #i
rJurati*rr *f prilj*cts #il prog;rarn$ uncJer

l'inve Lt*en in itiat*ci pr"i*r t* sr-lci"r

Article lX
Amer:dment al the Menrr:randum

This MemorancJum oi Urrclerst;lnding {nay be amencled by mutual wrilten
aQreenrent r:i the Parttes ancj slrall enier intr: torce olr tlre s;:me nranner.$ a$ the
MOi.,I



6f

ln witness whereof, the undersigned berng duiy authorized thereto have signed fhis
Memorandum of understandrrrg on t+ ocrobei 20i4 in osro.
Done in two originatl gach in English and Hindi. tn case ol any divergence in
interpretatiorr the English text shall prevali.

f::: g r' l: ;l r"t lr $ y st 8 r?'] I:] * i # rt c u * rt * t.] i fr l,at i r* n "

f;i I r"tis;t ry r:rf il *rt lr $cihr{1il#$

{}i:v#rnrn#+":1 fi'f th* ltr*6lr"Jt}li* *f l,rucJrrr

/'':t ,+ 1

L $-ir{ c"

ilesig*ation: secretary. Government
trt India

For The ftcs#firch ilaljrt*rl. *i
N*r'wfiy,
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