MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

ON

ECONOMIC COOPERATION

BETWEEN THE

SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY

AND

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA



PREAMBLE

The Southern African Development Community (SADC) and the Government
of the Republic of India, hereinafter jointly referred to as the " Parties” and
individually as “Party";

RECALLING that the Parties signed the Memorandum of Understanding on
Economic Cooperation on 14 Qctober 1997;

NOTING the need to update the Memorandum of Understanding to reflect the
current realities which necessitates the review of the signed Memorandum of
Understanding;

COGNISANT of the close relations, historical ties of friendship, solidarity,

mutual sympathy and support which exist between the People of India and the
People of the Member States of the SADC;

BEARING IN MIND the regional priorities of SADC enshrined in the Regional
Indicative Strategic Development Plan (RISDP 2020-2030) and the SADC
Digital Transformation Strategy;

RECOGNISING the role of the SADC Secretariat in coordinating the
implementation of the Regional Integration Agenda, including facilitating
poverty alleviation and sustainable development;

ACKNOWLEDGING the commitment of the Parties to effective promotion of
South-South cooperation, sharing of experience gained by developing
countries in their national development strategies and technical cooperation
programmes;

NOTING the relevance of the development efforts and experience of
developing countries and the benefit derived from sharing these experiences;

CONSIDERING the tremendous potential and complementarities for furthering
economic cooperation between India and SADC through increased trade and
investment flows and linkages;

COMMITTED to the augmentation of choices and belief in promoting self-
reliance and recognizing the shared aspirations and challenges of India and
Member States of SADC in their pursuit of sustainable development and
regional integration;

NOTING the critical importance of the India-Africa Forum Summit and
alignment to the AU Agenda 2063;

THEREFORE, THE PARTIES have reached the following understanding:
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ARTICLE 1
OBJECTIVE

The objective of this Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is to establish a
framework for strengthening economic cooperation between India and SADC,
in the priority areas of mutual interest set out in Article 2.

ARTICLE 2
AREAS OF COOPERATION

1. The Parties agree to explore economic and technical cooperation, in the
following areas:

(a)

(b)

(d)

(e)

(f)

()

Industrialization: promote regional value chains in agro-processing,
pharmaceuticals and mineral beneficiation;

Human and Social Development: health, education and skills
development;

New and Emerging Technologies: ICT development including
connectivity, access and Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI);

Trade and Investment: promote trade facilitation and transit, trade in
services, attracting and retaining investment;

Disaster Risk Management: cooperation on disaster preparedness,
response and recovery;

Women-led Development. develop women-centric public policies
and programmes;

Private Sector Development. entrepreneurial development,
including startups, promotion and management of small and
medium scale industries;

Space Cooperation: space technological applications for
developmental goals;

Green Growth and Green Infrastructure Development: renewable
energy and water resources management; and

Research and Innovation in areas of mutual interest set out under
this Article.
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To achieve the objectives of this MoU, the Parties will enter into
supplementary agreements intended to implement specific projects in
the areas of cooperation set out in Article 2(1) above.

ARTICLE 3
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MOU

The Parties agree to implement this MoU by carrying out the following
activities with a view to promote cooperation in the areas envisaged under
Article 2 of this MoU:

(a)
(b)

()

convene technical and high-level meetings to discuss issues of mutual
interest;

promote the engagement of organizations, stakeholders or government
agencies of both Parties, including relevant representatives of the
private sector; and

exchange information and lessons for mutual benefit.

ARTICLE 4
CONSULTATIONS AND EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION

The Parties may request from each other, information relating to the
areas of mutual interest set out in Article 2, as part of the
implementation of this MoU. The Parties may exchange information
relevant to the programmes or activities being implemented by them as
part of their respective mandates for purposes of this MoU.

Consultations, exchange of information and documents under this
Article shall be without prejudice to arrangements which may be
required to safeguard the confidentiality and restricted character of
certain information and documents.

Information and data that are considered proprietary by either Party or
that are delivered or disclosed by one Party (“Discloser”) to the other
Party (“Recipient’) during the implementation of this MoU, and that is
designated as confidential (“Confidential Information”), shall be held in
confidence by the Recipient.

The Parties shall make joint announcements or issue press releases
jointly, in connection with the implementation of activities under this
MoU. This shall not preclude a Party from disseminating information
relating to the implementation of this MoU, through its normal
communication channels, including electronic media platforms.
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ARTICLE 5
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

All intellectual property rights in respect of any research or services
developed jointly by both Parties pursuant to this MoU, shall upon
creation be jointly owned by the Parties. For the avoidance of doubt and
without limitation, the intellectual property rights acquired under this
Article shall be mutually agreed to in writing by the Parties upon
creation.

Each Party shall have unlimited ownership with respect to such
intellectual property rights and without limiting the scope of any such
rights, to include but not limited to, usage, reproduction, adaptation,
modification, publication, communication, licence and transfer of such
intellectual property rights upon written consent of the other, which
consent shall not be unreasonably withheld.

Where consent for the exercise of rights under this Article has been
given, any matters in relation to such exercise shall be agreed to by both
Parties in a separate agreement.

For the avoidance of doubt, except where expressly stated to the
contrary, the provisions of this Article shall not affect the ownership of
intellectual property rights of each Party in research, products and/or
items that existed prior to the date of the coming into effect of this MoU.

The provisions of this Article shall survive the termination or expiry of this
MoU.

ARTICLE 6
FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS

Notwithstanding any other provision herein, nothing in this MoU will be
construed as creating any financial obligation for either Party prior to
such obligation being mutually and expressly agreed to in writing.

Where an activity under any area of cooperation proposed by one of the
Parties to the other under this MoU has financial implications, the Parties
will consult each other to determine the means of mobilising the
necessary funds or resources. Where these cannot be readily found, the
Parties will decide on the most suitable means of securing the funds or
resources.



ARTICLE 7

AMENDMENT
8 This MoU may be amended by mutual written consent of the Parties.
2. Any such amendments shall enter into force on the date of the last

signature and such amendments shall, upon entering into force, become
an integral part of this MoU.

8. Each Party may give reasonable consideration to any amendment
proposed by the other Party.

4. The Parties will jointly review this MoU as and when necessary unless it
Is terminated by either Party in terms of Article 10 of this MoU.

ARTICLE 8
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Any dispute or difference between the Parties arising out of the interpretation or
application of any provision of this MoU will be settled amicably through
consultations or negotiations, or by such other means as the Parties may
mutually agree.

ARTICLE 9
ENTRY INTO FORCE AND DURATION

1. This MoU will enter into force on the date of signature by the last
Party to sign and shall remain valid for an initial period of five (5)
years renewable by mutual consent of both Parties.

2. Upon its entry into force, this MoU shall supersede and replace the
Memorandum of Understanding between the Parties signed on 14
October 1997.

ARTICLE 10
TERMINATION

1 Either Party may terminate this MoU by giving six (6) written months
advance notice to the other Party through diplomatic channels.

2. Unless otherwise agreed to by the Parties, the termination of this MoU by
either Party shall not affect any projects or agreements between the
Parties, established in terms of this MoU that will still be in operation at
the time of such termination. Such projects or agreements will continue
until they have been completed within a period agreed by the Parties.
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ARTICLE 11
PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES

Nothing in or relating to this MoU shall be deemed as a waiver, express or
implied, of any of the privileges and immunities of each of the Parties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto,
have on behalf of the Parties hereto, signed this Memorandum of
Understanding in two (2) originals in English.

For and on behalf of For and on behalf of the
SADC: Government of India:

_________________________________________ AU

Elias Mpédi Magosi Bharath Kinar Kuthati
cutive Secretary High Commissioner ofthdia tg Botswana
& Special Representative of India to the SADC

Place: Gaborone Place: Gaborone

Date: 2 July 2024 Date: 2 July 2024



