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(Hon’ble Shri Narendra Modi) :
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,

One who is Blessed

I am,
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because we are
-

Disobedience

,

,

,

, I request President Barack Obama to
say a few words.

(Hon’ble Shri Barack Obama):
Namaste! Thank you Prime Minister Modi for your kind words
and for the incredible hospitality you have shown me and my
wife Michelle on this visit and let me say to the people of India
how honoured I am to be the first American President to join
you for Republic Day; and I’m told that this is also the first ever
Radio address by an Indian Prime Minister and an American
President together, so we’re making a lot of history in a short
time. Now to the people of India listening all across this great
nation. It’s wonderful to be able to speak you directly. We just
come from discussions in which we affirmed that India and the
United States are natural partners, because we have so much in
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common. We are two great democracies, two innovative
economies, two diverse societies dedicated to empowering
individuals. We are linked together by millions of proud Indian
Americans who still have family and carry on traditions from
India. And I want to say to the Prime Minister how much I
appreciate your strong personal commitment to strengthening
the relationship between these two countries.
People are very excited in the United States about the energy
that Prime Minister Modi is bringing to efforts in this country to
reduce extreme poverty and lift people up, to empower
women, to provide access to electricity, and clean energy and
invest in infrastructure, and the education system. And on all
these issues, we want to be partners. Because many of the
efforts that I am promoting inside the United States to make
sure that the young people get the best education possible, to
make sure that the ordinary people are properly compensated
for their labour, and paid fair wages, and have job security and
health care. These are the same kinds of issues that Prime
Minister Modi, I know cares so deeply about here. And I think
there’s a common theme in these issues. It gives us a chance to
reaffirm what Gandhi ji reminded us, should be a central aim of
our lives. And that is, we should endeavour to seek God through
service of humanity because God is in everyone. So these
shared values, these convictions, are a large part of why I am so
committed to this relationship. I believe that if the United
States and India join together on the world stage around these
values, then not only will our peoples be better off, but I think
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the world will be more prosperous and more peaceful and more
secure for the future. So thank you so much Mr. Prime Minister,
for giving me this opportunity to be with you here today.

(Hon’ble Shri Narendra Modi): Barack the first question comes
from Raj from Mumbai
,

।
?
?

(Hon’ble Shri Barack Obama):
Well first of all they very much wanted to come. They are
fascinated by India, Unfortunately each time that I have taken a
trip here, they had school and they couldn’t leave school. And in
fact, Malia, my older daughter, had exams just recently. They
are fascinated by the culture, and the history of India, in part
because of my influence I think, they are deeply moved by
India’s movement to Independence, and the role that Gandhi
played, in not only the non-violent strategies here in India, but
how those ended up influencing the non-violent Civil Rights
Movement in the United States. So when I go back I am going to
tell them that India is as magnificent as they imagined. And I am
quite sure that they are going to insist that I bring them back
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the next time I visit. It may not be during my Presidency, but
afterwards they will definitely want to come and visit.
And I will definitely do some shopping for them. Although I can’t
go to the stores myself, so I have to have my team do the
shopping for me. And I’ll get some advice from Michelle,
because she probably has a better sense of what they would
like.

(Hon’ble Shri Narendra Modi):
,

,

,
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question
The second question for
President Obama comes through e-mail: Dr. Kamlesh Upadhyay,
a Doctor based in Ahmedabad, Gujarat -

,
,
,
,

(Hon’ble Barack Obama):
Well, we very much look forward to partnering with
organizations, and the government and non-governmental
organizations here in India, around broader Public Health issues
including the issue of obesity. I am very proud of the work that
Michelle has done on this issue. We’re seeing a world-wide
epidemic of obesity, in many cases starting at a very young age.
And a part of it has to do with increase in processed foods, not
naturally prepared. Part of it is a lack of activity for too many
children. And once they are on this path, it can lead to a life
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time of health challenges. This is an issue that we would like to
work on internationally, including here in India. And it is a part
of a broader set of issues around global health that we need to
address. The Prime Minister and I have discussed, for example,
how we can do a better job in dealing with issues like pandemic.
And making sure that we have good alert systems so that if a
disease like Ebola, or a deadly flu virus, or Polio appears, it is
detected quickly and then treated quickly so that it doesn’t
spread. The public health infrastructure around the world needs
to be improved. I think the Prime Minister is doing a great job in
focusing on these issues here in India. And India has a lot to
teach many other countries who may not be advancing as
rapidly in improving this public health sector. But it has an
impact on everything, because if children are sick they can’t
concentrate in school and they fall behind. It has a huge
economic impact on the countries involved and so we think that
there is a lot of progress to be made here and I am very excited
about the possibilities of considering this work even after I leave
office.

(Hon’ble Shri Narendra Modi):
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Question
Punjab. Question is for you :

Himani from Ludhiana,
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(Hon’ble Shri Barack Obama):
Well the question is “Did you both imagine you would reach the
positions that you’ve reached today?”
And it is interesting, Mr. Prime Minister, your talking about the
first time you visited White House and being outside that iron
fence. The same is true for me. When I first went to the White
House, I stood outside that same fence, and looked in, and I
certainly did not imagine that I would ever be visiting there,
much less living there. You know, I think both of us have been
blessed with an extraordinary opportunity, coming from
relatively humble beginnings. And when I think about what’s
best in America and what’s best in India, the notion that a tea
seller or somebody who’s born to a single mother like me, could
end up leading our countries, is an extraordinary example of the
opportunities that exist within our countries. Now I think, a part
of what motivates both you and I, is the belief that there are
millions of children out there who have the same potential but
may not have the same education, may not be getting exposed
to opportunities in the same way, and so a part of our job, a
part of government’s job is that young people who have talent,
and who have drive and are willing to work for, are able to
succeed. And that’s why we are emphasizing school, higher
education. Making sure that children are healthy and making
sure those opportunities are available to children of all
backgrounds, girls and boys, people of all religious faiths and of
all races in the United States is so important. Because you never
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know who might be the next Prime Minister of India, or who
might be the next President of United States. They might not
always look the part right off the bat. And they might just
surprise you if you give them the chance.

(Hon’ble Shri Narendra Modi):
Thank you Barack

,

Question
from Omprakash. Omprakash is
studying Sanskrit at JNU. He belongs to Jhunjunu, Rajasthan.
Om Prakash is convener of special centre for Sanskrit Studies in
JNU.
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(Hon’ble Shri Barack Obama):
Well this is a very interesting question. His question is, the youth
of the new generation is a global citizen. He is not limited by
time or boundaries. In such a situation what should be the
approach by our leadership, governments as well as societies at
large.
I think this is a very important question. When I look at this
generation that is coming up, they are exposed to the world in
ways that you and I could hardly imagine. They have the world
at their fingertips, literally. They can, using their mobile phone,
get information and images from all around the world and
that’s extraordinarily powerful. And what that means, I think is
that, governments and leaders cannot simply try to govern, or
rule, by a top-down strategy. But rather have to reach out to
people in an inclusive way, and an open way, and a transparent
way. And engage in a dialogue with citizens, about the direction
of their country. And one of the great things about India and
the United States is that we are both open societies. And we
have confidence and faith that when citizens have information,
and there is a vigorous debate, that over time even though
sometimes democracy is frustrating, the best decisions and the
most stable societies emerge and the most prosperous societies
emerge. And new ideas are constantly being exchanged. And
technology today I think facilitates that, not just within
countries, but across countries. And so, I have much greater
faith in India and the United States, countries that are open
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information societies, in being able to succeed and thrive in this
New Information Age; than closed societies that try to control
the information that citizens receive. Because ultimately that’s
no longer possible. Information will flow inevitably, one way or
the other, and we want to make sure we are fostering a healthy
debate and a good conversation between all peoples.

(Hon’ble Shri Narendra Modi):
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(Hon’ble Shri Barack Obama) :
Well the question is “As leaders of two major economies, what
inspires you and makes you smile at the end of a bad day at
work?”
And that is a very good question. I say sometimes, that the only
problems that come to my desk are the ones that nobody else
solves. If they were easy questions, then somebody else would
have solved them before they reached me. So there are days
when it’s tough and frustrating. And that’s true in Foreign
Affairs. That is true in Domestic Affairs. But I tell you what
inspires me, and I don’t know Mr. Prime Minister if you share
this view - almost every day I meet somebody who tells me,
“You made a difference in my life.”
So they’ll say, “The Health-Care law that you passed, saved my
child who didn’t have health insurance.” And they were able to
get an examination from a Physician, and they caught an early
tumour, and now he is doing fine.
Or they will say “You helped me save my home during the
economic crisis.”
Or they’ll say, “I couldn’t afford college, and the program you
set up has allowed me to go to the university.”
And sometimes they are thanking you for things that you did
four or five years ago. Sometimes they are thanking you for
things you don’t even remember, or you’re not thinking about
that day. But it is a reminder of what you said earlier, which is, if
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you focus on getting things done as opposed to just occupying
an office or maintaining power, then the satisfaction that you
get is unmatched. And the good thing about service is that
anybody can do it. If you are helping somebody else, the
satisfaction that you can get from that, I think, exceeds anything
else that you can do. And that’s usually what makes me inspired
to do more, and helps get through the challenges and
difficulties that we all have. Because obviously we are not the
only people with bad days at work. I think everybody knows
what it is like to have a bad day at work. You just have to keep
on working through it. Eventually you make a difference.

(Hon’ble Shri Narendra Modi):
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,
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#YesWeCan,
 Eliminate Poverty - #YesWeCan
 Quality Healthcare to All - #YesWeCan
 Youth empowered with Education - #YesWeCan
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 Jobs for All - #YesWeCan
 End to Terrorism - #YesWeCan
 Global Peace and Progress - #YesWeCan
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